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Introduction
July was again a busy month for Club and MG events – Bicester Heritage staged their annual 
Flywheel Festival, and we again held our Club Pride of Ownership at the Five Arrows in 
Waddesdon, and Jack and Debs Martin hosted the Grand Prix Barbecue.  The weather for all 
these events behaved itself, more or less, and a report on them appears below.  Please note 
that another important event for the Club is coming up – a Roadrun and dinner at the Akeman 
Arms in Kingswood for our August Natter, details of which also appear below.  This is a trial run 
to see if we can get support for this type of event – if it proves successful we will aim to repeat 
the format periodically, so please give it your support.

BH Flywheel Festival
This was held on Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd July.  I went along on the Sunday.  I had not 
attended the first of these events last year due to my absence on holiday, so I was keen to see 
the format.  I had seen the programme of events on the website, but was actually unprepared 
for the extent of activities around the site.  Apart from the hundreds, possibly thousands of 
cars on display in the various car parks and club pitches, there was a constant stream of cars

        Line-up of Bentleys waiting to go on-track Type 35 Bugatti
 all day racing around the purpose-built track that was a focal point of the event.  In one 
corner there was a collection of Armoured Fighting Vehicles, many of which were offering rides 
around a circuit, which the children (and adults!) seemed to be thoroughly enjoying. In the 
centre of the site there were displays by the Home Guard re-enactment  people, and again this 
attracted a lot of attention from dads and kids alike – being able to handle the various WW2 
period weaponry and examining the vehicles and equipment on display.  Also in the central 
area were static displays of aircraft amd military equipment, my interest being particularly 
taken by the Catalina and Dakota, both of which were offering guided tours.

       Catalina Dakota        AFV Rides for the Kids?



There was a full programme of aerial displays throughout the afternoon.  This started with a 
spectacular display of formation flying by a group of no less than 9 DH Tiger Moths, a famous 
aeroplane used as a pilot trainer before and during WW2 and reckoned to be easy to fly, but 
difficult to fly well.  The display team certainly knew how to fly them well -a  really most 

Tiger Moth Display Team in Action
impressive display of formation flying in these 75-year old planes.  There was a flypast and 
beat-up of the airfield by the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight Hawker Hurricane, the aircraft 
that was the real hero of the Battle of Britain.  Two more WW2 aeroplanes performed 
aorobatics above our heads – a Spitfire, and a Mustang, the latter reckoned to be the best 
fighter aircraft of WW2.  There was also a fascinating display of dogfighting by a collection of 
about a dozen WW1 fighter aeroplanes – presumably replicas, since I don't suppose there are

Mustang Pair of German Triplanes Best of British
 that many airworthy original planes left, and the pilots were throwing them around the sk with 
abandon!!!  
And of course, there were Classic Cars as far as the eye could see – too many to see in one 
day.  A number of Car Clubs were present in good numbers – The MG Car Club and the 
Mercedes Club being particularly well represented, with over two dozen beautiful SL 230/280 
Pagodas lined up.  This Festival is said to be going from strength to strength, so highly 
reccommended for next year!!

Our Pride of Ownership
Worries about the weather -the Chesham PoO had to be postponed a few days before our own 
event because of rain – did not materialise, and the weather behaved itself all evening.   This 
year we had use of the courtyard in front of the Coach House as well as half of the car park, 
which Alex had reserved for our use.  This gave us plenty of space to display cars and provided 
a focal point for socialising, and as people made their way to the bar in the Coach House 
Heather and Helen were able to intercept them, to register and log their entries and to 
distribute and deal with the documentation, which they did very effectively, and for the other 



ladies to sell tickets for the raffle.  The attendance this year was good, with something like 30 
cars competing for honours – but not all cars actually entered for judging – Alex, for example, 
arrived in his lovely black MGB Roadster, which attracted a lot of admiring glances, but did not 
enter.  I was particularly pleased to see quite a few entrants from other clubs had made the 
effort to come over and see us (after the event I had a nice e-mail from Richard Colston of the 
Chesham Natter apologising for not attending – he had set out in his pre-war MG to join us, 
only to turn back with a blown manifold gasket, which hopefully he has now been able to fix).

The MGs Gather at The Coach House Which One To Vote For?          Superb Backdrop of the Five Arrows
The quality of preparation this year was very high, which meant that the judging was very 
difficult.  The final results were as follows:

Class A - Pre 1961 (inc MGA): Adrian Bennett, MGA 1600
Class B - 1961 – 1980 (MGB Roadster & Midget): Ian Canning, MGB 
Class C - 1961 – 1980 (MGB GT MGC, BGT V8): Jackie Bennett, MGB GTV8
Class D - 1981 – 2001 (RV8 MGF Metro): Dave Barton, MG RV8
Class E - 2002 -on - (MGTF, ZR, ZS, ZT MG, MG6): Heather Barton MGTF
Club Car of the Year: Debs Martin MG3 

      Ian Canning - MGB Roadster    Jackie Bennett – MGB GTV8          Debs Martin – Club Car of the Year
The Committee had decided just prior to the event that we would introduce a new Class for 
next year – for non-MG Guest cars.  As there was no time to include this in the event this year, 

Brian's Morris Cowley The Special Award Pete Mansfield beats Deflation 
there was a special award for Brian Deacon for bringing along his superb pre-war Morris 
Cowley, which attracted a big crowd all evening.  And to add to the entertainment, the AA



 arrived to pump up a front tyre on Pete Mansfield's MGTF, which had mysteriously deflated (he 
blamed the grandchildren....)

The Roof Thieves In Full Swing (musically, that is)
While the judges deliberated, The Five Arrow served the fabled Bangers 'n' Mash, which 
everyone seemed to enjoy.  Then, after the awards had been distributed we were serenaded 
by Clive's itinerant minstrels,The Roof Thieves – so named because of their penchant for 
relieving local Houses of Worship of their lead.  The choice of music suited the occasion and 
this entertainment was well-received.  The evening was a great success, and participants 
wended their way home content – even the Roof Thieves resisted the obvious temptation and 
the Five Arrow rooves are still intact.  Particular thanks to Heather and Helen for officiating so 
efficiently on the night.

Grand Prix Barbecue
Watching qualifying for the British GP in typical British Summer weather was fascinating, seeing 
the F1 cars and highly experienced drivers waltzing and skating on the wrong tyres as they 
tried, largely unsuccessfully, to second guess the rain showers.  But behind this rivetting 
spectacle was the nagging thought – what was the weather going to do on the day, and would 
it wash out our BBQ?
Jack and Debs Martin were hosting this year.  We arrived at midday, and the TV was showing 
heavy rain at Silverstone – which is only a few miles from Chetwode – but we were bathed in 
sunshine.  The GP started behind the Safety Car, but still no rain in Chetwode.  In fact, we had 
no rain until after we had enjoyed Debs' fine BBQ and were able to eat outside in the sunshine, 
and were just diving into the desserts before the rain came.  Jack picked up first prize in the 
sweepstake, so he had a particularly good day!!
This is such a fun and sociable event that it is a pity it isn't better attended – there were just 9 
of us in total, and it was a thoroughly enjoyable day.  We must think of a way of encouraging 
more people to come along next year.   Thanks to Jack and Debs for arranging this, and their 
fine hospitality.

Upcoming Events
Brian' Deacon's brother Jez has now finished the plinth for the Roger Skinner Trophy decanter. 
At our last Committee Meeting, we discussed what we would award this trophy for.  The 
concensus was in favour of an award that could be won by any member of the club, not just 
the one with the shiniest or most desirable car.  So we decided that it should be awarded on 
the basis of the member who has most supported the club during the year, and would be 
presented at the Annual Dinner.  Points will be awarded for attendance at club events as 
follows:

Natter Night – 1 point
Attending Natter in an MG – an additional point



Attending an accredited MG event – 5 points
 (up to a maximum of 3 events will count – ie 15 points)

We have yet to agree which will be the accredited events, but they will be notified in advance 

The Roger Skinner Trophy on its plinth – Jez has done a fine job!!
of the events.  In the event of a tie, Mary Skinner will be asked to cast the deciding vote.
I will take a note of attendances and record them in a database, and the latest position will be 
available to view at each Natter (or just by asking me).  If I am not available, I will nominate a 
substitute to do this.  Awarding of points for the rest of this year started with the PoO.

 29th - 31st July – Silverstone Classic.  The Silverstone Classic is an annual three-day car 
and race event at the UK's Silverstone circuit, home of the British Grand Prix.  Details at: 
www.silverstoneclassic.com/. 

1st August – AMGC Natter, Roadrun and Dinner.   For the August natter we will be doing 
something different.  We will be meeting at the Akeman Arms in Kingswood at 18.30 for an 
organised roadrun, after which we will return to the Akeman for a meal and a chat. When you 
arrive at the pub, please choose your meal from the menu and place your order at the bar 
before setting off on the roadrun, which will start at around 19.15.  
The meal will be served on your return at 20.30-ish. 
A route guide will be provided for the run, probably as a Tulip Rally style roadbook.
If you want to see the Akeman Menu before you arrive at the Natter, please visit: 
http://www.akemaninnkingswood.co.uk/food/ 
If this event is successful, we will aim to repeat it regularly at various locations during the 
summer months when the evenings stay light until late, so please make every effort to support 
this first run!!

7th August – Bicester Heritage Sunday Scramble.  As with the Flywheel, quote  the 
AMGC when buying tickets – we have arranged a club area for this event so that any club 
participants can park together.  Event is from 09.00 – 14.00.   More info: 
http://bicesterheritage.co.uk/events/ 

21st August – MGCC AWC Summer day Out.    The Summer Day Out this year is at 
Broughton castle near Banbury.  Bring a picnic if the weather is fine!  There is an organised 
road run from Millets Farm near Abingdon for those who would like to take part, or go straight 
to Broughton Castle.  Mike and Jan Gething are organising this, details at 
http://www.mgabingdon.co.uk/event/awc-summer-day-out-2016/?instance_id=675 or contact 
Mike Gething on 01295 254498.



21st August – Classic Car Day at The Sow & Pigs, Poundon.
My local pub.  Starts at midday, with guest beers and a BBQ.

29th August – Pre-1978 Classic Vehicles at Quainton.
A large gathering of classic vehicles large and small, as well as all the attractions of the Bucks 
Rail Centre, well worth visiting on its own!
http://bucksrailcentre.org/product.php/17/pre-78-vehicle-rally

Sunday 4th September – Blackthorn Classic Car Show.
There were 200 vehicles at the first show last year, and the organisers are expecting 250 this 
year, so put this date in your diary!!
http://www.blackthornclassiccarshow.co.uk/show-news.html

17th & 18th September – Kop Hill Climb.
This is one of our accredited Club events, probably attracting 5 points!!  More details from Clive 
Wayland or at:  www.kophillclimb.org.uk/    Register as an AMGC member when ordering 
tickets on-line.

Obituary

As this Newsletter was going to press, I heard some very sad news.  One of our former 
members, Tony Grundy, passed away suddenly at home on 29th April.

    Tony Grundy
I am sure many of our club members will have, like me, very fond memories of Tony, and will 
join with me in sending heartfelt condolences to his widow, Sue, and the girls, along with our 
best wishes for the future.
Sue would like to sell Tony's MG ZT Saloon,  CDTi 135, 1951 cc. for around £900 to an 
enthusiast.  Condition is very good with an MOT until 19th March, with 135,346 miles on the 
clock.  If anyone is interested please let me know, and I will pass your details on to Sue.

Adrian Bennett
(adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk), 
 Club Secretary
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