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Introduction
Firstly, we have had to call off the September weekend away.  There has been insufficient 
support for a weekend away this year, and we believe that this is due in part to us delaying 
the start of organising this event – and again, this was a consequence of concentrating upon 
the organisation of the 30th Anniversary celebrations earlier in the year.  We have therefore 
decided that we will defer the weekend away until next year, and we will begin organising 
this earlier in the year so as to get the best deals on hotels, etc.  The concensus among the 
committee is that Portsmouth remains a favoured location, but we would like to hear from 
members of alternative locations for this event, either for next year or for the future.  So if 
you know of a place within reasonably easy reach with lots going on, please do let us know.

Next, we welcome Helen Wayland to the committee.  She and Heather Barton will, amongst 
other duties, be representing and furthering the interests of lady club members. 

The biggest event in the MG calendar for June was MG Live! at Silverstone at the beginning of 
the month, and a personal view of this appears below. 

July is a very significant month for our Club.  Two of our most important annual events occur in 
July – the Pride of Ownership at The Five Arrows on Monday 4th, and the Grand Prix Barbecue 
on Sunday 10th, which this year is being hosted by Jack and Debs Martin.  You should by now 
have these dates in your diary, if not, put them in now!!  Full details of both these events 
appear below.

MG Live!  
We were promised a blindingly hot day for this event, but the day started out dull and 
overcast and not at all promising on the Sunday.  Nevertheless, Jackie and I packed up the 
MGA with chairs, table, picnic etc, and set off to Silverstone.  We had to get there early, 
because I had booked into the Pride of Ownership, and had to register and pick up the 
required documentation from the events office.  Normally we would see lots of MGs heading 
to the circuit on the way to Silverstone, but the roads were very quiet, and the only MG we 
saw was a BGT that we picked up on the approach to Dadford.  However, when we arrived, 
and drove over the bridge, there were wall-to-wall MGs as far as the eye could see, so MG 
Live! was set to be successful again this year!

Having registered, found our way to the judging area and set up our pitch, we were able to 
look around at the competition –the MGA had won its class in the PoO last year, but it was 
the only one entered in its class, so rather an empiric victory!  This year was going to be a 
lot more difficult – I was soon joined by two other MGAs – a superb blue  car and a rather 
nice white Twin Cam.  The owners were very friendly, so we got on like a house on fire.

We were also soon joined by Dave and Heather Barton who had come along in their RV8, so 
we all admired the assembled cars entering for the various classes in the PoO and Concourse 
events – there was a good selection of cars in amazing condition – a fortune in polish must 
have been expended to get them in such shiny condition!  As it turned out, it was a very 
expensive day out for Dave, because Heather came back from a wander around the trade 



stands with a new car – a very nice 58 reg MG TF  with just 4½k miles on the clock …...

PoO Class D – Mine's the one in the middle! Heather's new car......

Being the largest gathering of MGs in the world, there is plenty for us anoraks (sorry – 
enthusiasts!) to do and see.  Each Register and Region has a presence in the main Marquee, 
so much time was spent chatting to these before the PoO judging began.  And plenty of time 
for the inevitable purchases both in the marquee and around the trade stands – I ended up 
with a book I'd had my eyes on for some time, and a T-shirt – not quite such an expensive 
day for me!  There were also plenty of special cars to see, MGs that you wouldn't normally 
come across, such as the WA, K3, C-type Montlhery Midget, SV and plenty more.  And, of 
course, the new MG GS SUV, which we had seen previewed at our 30th Anniversary Run and 
at a couple of Natters, but now officially launched – this car was the centre of considerable 
interest. 

Then it was time to return to the car for the judging – the judges spent ages poring over 
every aspect of the cars, and left us all scratching our heads and wondering what the 
judgement criteria were – no guidance had been published as far as I coud see.  Amusingly, 
some bystanders mimicked the judges and began assessing the new all-electric single seater 
(see photo!).

Line up of tidy Midgets           The electric monoposto!       Racing MGB on track

After lunch we climbed the banking to settle down and enjoy the racing.  There is always a 
full schedule of races for both MGs, MG-based specials and other invited marques, and this 
year the racing was particularly exciting.  Surprise of the afternoon for me was the display 
put on by the diminutive MG Metros – the technicians had worked some powerful magic 
under the bonnets, because in their race they beat all-comers with much bigger engines by a 



considerable margin!

But all too soon it was time to pack up and head for home – the sun had come out after 
lunch, and it did turn out to be a glorious evening.  And the result of the PoO?  We were 
awarded First in Class again this year, against worthy opposition…...... another trophy to put 
in the cabinet, and to gather dust.

Chesham Natter PoO
There has been a noticeable clanking noise from somewhere under the MGA all the time I 
have owned it, and I have had several attempts at locating the cause as ideas as to what it 
might be wrong, but as yet I have still to locate it  One thing I had not tried was to remove 
the brake drums and inspect the shoes and the rest of the brake and handbrake 
mechanisms, so in the run up to the Chesham PoO I decided to jack the rear end up again 
and take a look.  I knew something was amiss as soon as I removed the offside wheel – the 
inner rim was liberally streaked with oil, so I was not surprised to see a good deal of 
evidence of oil on the backplate when the drum came off.  Clearly the hub oil seal had failed, 
but hopefully the brake shoes are salvageable – there was some oil on the linings, which 
cleaned off ok, but no evidence of  the baked-on gummy residue on them and the braking 
surface of the drum itself, which would indicate that the linings were shot.  Whilst this could 
in no way account for the clanking noise, it just shows the merit of regular inspection of the 
underneath of the car!  The car is equipped with wire wheels, and I could not see how to 
remove the hub – there is a plug that I could not get to which covers what I take to be the 
nut holding the hub in place.  And I do not have a suitable puller even if I could undo the 
nut.  So the best I could do was to clean everything up, reassemble it, and arrange with 
Adrian Fell to take it in and replace the seals on both sides.  This is the third major oil leak I 
have had with the car in the three years I have owned it, which shows that our cars need to 
be used regularly – the MGA had not turned a wheel in the 5 years before I bought it.  
So, a quick call to Adrian Fell, and the MGA was booked in for him to change the rear hub oil 
seals on both sides, and it this was done and the car was returned in time for me to spend 
the weekend polishing and prepping it for the Chesham PoO.  

However, it was not to be - the weather then changed for the worse, with the forecast on 
the evening of the event indicating heavy rain, so the organisers of the PoO had to send an 
urgent message around the clubs the day before the event to postpone it – it will now be 
held, at the same venue (the Ley Hill Golf Club in Chesham),  on Tuesday 26th July ay 18.30. 
But my hard work has not been in vain – the car is now ready for own own PoO on 4th July.

Upcoming Club Events

Monday 4th July - Pride of Ownership (PoO)
We have arranged with Alex McEwen that we will again hold this event at The Five Arrows. 
Alex will reserve one half of the main car park for this event, and we will also have the paved 
area in front of the Coach House for displaying the cars.  We invite our neighbouring clubs 
along to the PoO, so we expect a good turnout on the evening.

The PoO will start earlier than our usual Natter, at 19.00, with committee members arriving 
earlier to set up, register entrants as they arrive, organise the documentation and to marshal 



the car parking.  This event is intended to be self-financing, so there will be a raffle during 
the evening, so it would be helpful, but by no means obligatory, if you have something 
suitable you no longer require, if club members could contribute a raffle prize.
The PoO is self-judging, so along with your windscreen entry card, a  voting form will be 
issued as you register your car.  There are 5 classes to be judged in the PoO, as well as a 
vote for your Club Car of the Year.  Following on from the successful evening with Fuzz 
Tonshend last year, when some other interesting cars turned up,  we have decided to trial 
the introduction of a new class next year for non-MG guest classics to widen the appeal of 
this event.  So, although they won't be a judged this year, anyone wishing to come along in 
a non-MG classic will be very welcome.

Also at the time of registering their car, entrants will be reminded that if they wish to partake 
of the famous Bangers 'n Mash, which the Five Arrows will provide after the judging and 
before the prize-giving, they should order this at the bar, to be given a ticket for the meal, 
which will be served after the judging at around 20.30.  The cost for this feast will be £10 
per head.  The prizegiving will be after the meal, at about 21.30, after which we have a 
guest band – The Roof Thieves, to entertain us.  During a break in the music, the raffle will 
be held.

This is a very sociable occasion, so please make every effort to come along with your MG or 
other classic!

Sunday 10th July – Grand Prix BBQ
As noted above, this is being hosted this year by Jack and Debs Martin, at their house:

Rosemundy, School End, Chetwode, Bucks MK1 4LA.
For those who have not been to their house before, Chetwode is a turning off the A4421 
north of Bicester.  Look out for the AMGC banner!

The drill is to bring with you folding chairs, whatever meat you wish to cook, some drinks, 
and possibly a sweet.  The hosts provide the rest.  Since the British Grand Prix is the 
highlight of the occasion, you should aim to arrive around midday, as the race is due to start 
at 13.00.

Jack and Debs will need to know numbers for the catering, so please confirm with them that 
you will be attending and numbers as soon as possible on:  
jackmartin9@btinternet.com     or:   01280 848529.

We usually hold a sweepstake on the result, at £1 an F1 driver, so bring a couple of £1 coins 
with you as well …....

Other Events

2nd - 3rd July – Bicester Heritage Flywheel Festival.    Flywheel is a festival of Historic 
Motoring, Aviation and Military Endeavour.  This event was very successful last year, and will 
be bigger and better this year.   Full details and the programme of events are available on 
the BH website:     
http://bicesterheritage.co.uk/events/

http://bicesterheritage.co.uk/events/
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14th July – Little Horwood PoO.   Being held this year at the Bell in Beachampton. 
Details of this event were circulated recently in a separate Notice – more details from David 
Storer:   Tel no. 01296 712518 or email to: 
david.storer@costain.com/.

26th July – Chesham Natter PoO.   As mentioned above – this event is rescheduled from 
28th June.  To be held at the Chesham and Ley Hill Golf Club, Ley Hill, Chesham   HP5 1UZ.

29th - 31st July – Silverstone Classic.  The Silverstone Classic is an annual three-day car 
and race event at the UK's Silverstone circuit, home of the British Grand Prix.  Details at:
www.silverstoneclassic.com/. 

1st August – AMGC Natter, Roadrun and Dinner.   For the August natter we will be 
doing something different.  We will be meeting at the Akeman Arms in Kingswood at 18.30 
for an organised roadrun, after which we will return to the Akeman for a meal and a chat. 
When you arrive at the pub, please choose your meal from the menu and place your order at 
the bar before setting off on the roadrun, which will start at around 19.15.  the meal will be 
served on your return at 20.30-ish.  A route guide will be provided for the run, probably as a 
Tulip Rally style set of instructions.  If you want to see the Akeman Menu before you set off, 
please visit:
http://www.akemaninnkingswood.co.uk/food/ 

7th August – Bicester Heritage Sunday Scramble.  As with the Flywheel, quote  the 
AMGC when buying tickets – we have arranged a club area for this event so that any club 
participants can park together.  Event is from 09.00 – 14.00.   More info:
http://bicesterheritage.co.uk/events/ 

21st August – MGCC AWC Summer day Out.    The Summer Day Out this year is at 
Broughton castle near Banbury.  Bring a picnic if the weather is fine!  There is an organised 
road run from Millets Farm near Abingdon for those who would like to take part, or go 
straight to Broughton Castle.  Mike and Jan Gething are organising this, details at
http://www.mgabingdon.co.uk/event/awc-summer-day-out-2016/?instance_id=675 
or contact Mike Gething on 01295 254498.

And Lastly:
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Spotted recently on Plymouth seafront, this superb MGB Roadster.  It was seen on a 
weekday, and not a particularly sunny one at that, being overcast most of the day, so it is 
good to see that its owners were out enjoying the wind in their hair motoring as the good 
folks at Abingdon intended that they should. A humbling lesson for me - I really must get my 
MGs out more often ….....

That's all, folks!  Enjoy July, and I hope to see you at the PoO and at the barbecue.

Adrian Bennett
(adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk), 
 Club Secretary
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