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Chiltern Hills Rally
Sunday 21st May – and we have 8 cars booked on our pitch at the Chiltern Hills Rally.  But first, 
to the Aylesbury Tuck for the traditional bacon sarnie and mug of tea – very welcome after two 
weeks of eating pasta in Sicily!  The staff at the Tuck are amazing – it must be one of their 
busiest mornings of the year, but we didn't have to wait long before we were tucking in. As 
usual, a good selection of cars meet up here before the rally, most cars for the breakfast and 
the organised road run after.  But Jackie and I do not do the run, since we have the club flag, 
and need to go straight to the showground to find and set up our pitch there.  Just as well as it 
happens – we get into the showground quite easily, but those following afterwards talk of long 
queues to get in.

Line-up at The Aylesbury Tuck

Corvette C1 at The Tuck They're off!
Whe we arrive, Dave and Heather Barton are already there, having forgone the delights of the 
bacon sarnie and tea.  Gradually the others – the Rainbows, the Withers, John Brewer, the 
McMeekins – arrive and join us.  Gary and Matt Tompkins drive past and miss our stand, so park
a little way off, and Jack and Debs Martin were a no-show – we speculated that Jack didn't have
a working classic MG to come in, but it transpires that his son was fitting a floor in their new 
conservatory and it was the only day he had available to do so, so Jack is forgiven!

The Rally gets bigger each year – there was a splendid display of mouth-watering cars to admire
and covet, but also this year there were more trade stands, and in particular more autojumble 
stalls, so while the girls were off shopping there were plenty of rusty and oily bits to interest the
blokes.  Weather was strange – bright sunshine one minute, overcast and cold the next.  Still, it 
didn't rain, so I didn't have to spend the next week cleaning the mud off the MGA!



Lovely MG Magnette Farina ...and MG 1100
Clive was there too – but not in an MG.  Instead he and the other ageing rockers came on a low
loader and wowed the crowds musically with their band, the Roof Thieves.  Watch this space, 
the band will be performing again at our PoO in July …....

Clive and the band

My Relationship with MG

This month it is the turn of our chairman, Dave Barton, to recount why he is passionate about 
MG:

Me and My MGs  - Dave Barton

My MG history starts in March 2007 when after many years of motorcycling I thought it was time 
to give up two wheels but was not ready to give up motoring in the open air.



Having always had an affection for all things MG -as a teenager the must have MG was the MGB
GT - I thought I would buy my first MG. With the proceeds from the sale of my last bike I went 
looking for an MG. It was then that I spotted an advert for an MGF just a few streets away. Off I 
went and after a short test drive and a bit of negotiation bought my first MG.

A few days after this purchase I looked out of the window to see my new love covered in Snow! 
What a great time to buy a soft top!

 After a couple of years driving and enjoying the MGF I had a brilliant idea. At that time Heather 
had an Audi TT and I had the MGF, and I thought it would be a great idea to buy one car that did 
both jobs, roof off and coupe, and we would save on tax insurance etc. so with great enthusiasm 
I went car shopping again. We swapped the MGF and the TT for a Mercedes SLK.

  What a mistake!! The SLK did not deliver; it was nowhere near as exciting to drive as the MGF 
as a roof off car and came nowhere near to the speed and handling of the TT. We battled on for 
six months, both hating the Merc equally for it’s shortcomings, and eventually bit the bullet and 
went back to another TT. Quite an expensive mistake.

Now came the dry years from 2010 - 2013 with no soft top, MG or Bike. During this year I also 
reached the grand old age of 65. I retired from working for a living and took the best job I have 
ever had, RETIREMENT. Now as you know, retirement brings with it a number of things you may 
not have had before. Time, 25% tax free sum from your pension pot (if you have been sensible 
and lucky during your working life), and the opportunity to do all the things you have been 
wanting to do but have been prevented from doing by the lack of the things mentioned above and
- oh yes, family, kids etc. 

 In April 2013 following my retirement we sold our house in Tring and bought a new house in 



Stoke Mandeville, I retired, Heather reduced her full time work to three days and now down to 
two and I was looking to use some of the benefits from retiring and the house move.

 Enter the Midget, and phase two of my MG history! In November 2013 I spotted a very sad 
looking Midget on the forecourt of a local Garage, Red Rose Cars in Weston Turville and went in 
to have a look. It was a NAIL!!  It had rot on the sills, rear quarte,r wings, boot lid, the rostyle 
wheels were rusty, the interior carpets were tatty or non existent, the hood didn’t fit, was ripped 
and leaked, the engine was knocking, big ends gone, but somehow after driving it, it’s character 
just got to me and after some serious negotiation I bought it for a song with the intention of using 
some of the retirement benefits mentioned earlier to restore it to something like it’s former glory.

 Did I mention that it came with an “MOT”?  I drove this sad little car for a few months, joined the 
Aylesbury MG Club - a funny bunch of people with similar interests in old MG’s - and enjoyed my 
first summer of fresh air motoring for some years. As the year came to it’s end the time had come
for putting all the wrongs to rights in this little MG.

Over the next year I worked on the old girl night and day, I was tired, frustrated, battered and 
bruised but out the other end came a smiling and happy man and a lovely shiny Pageant Blue 
MG Midget. It had been stripped to the shell, everything off, engine out ready for the restoration.

 

Engine refurb, new crank and bearings, head conversion to unleaded, carbs refurb, new steering 
rack and column fitted, new shocks all round, new rear springs, dashboard out re-painted and 
refitted, wheels beyond refurb so replaced with minilites, body repaired, prepared and resprayed,
new carpets and trim fitted, new hood fitted and many many more jobs. Quite a transformation.

 Now I really had the bug and was out with the club on runs and, as soon as the sun shone, out 



on my own enjoying top down motoring once more.

 As with any obsession, one is just not enough and so it was that in August 2015 I saw and 
advert for an MGR V8, just down the road in Winchmore Hill. The advert stated that it was a car 
that had come back from Japan having been cherished and driven very little and having only 
6,000 miles on the clock from new. One viewing and one test drive was sufficient to necessitate 
that phone call to the other half to signal the intention to further plunder the retirement funds and 
hoping for a favorable outcome. Thankfully the reply came, if you think it’s worth it and you want 
to buy it then just do it. And I did. 

 

Well if I hadn’t, then the next person to see it would have done I am sure. You have heard the 
expression that nothing is perfect but this one comes close. I have done a few things to the car 
since owning it, added power steering, what a difference that made, new fuel tank and sender 
unit, and some general service and maintenance but apart from that we have just been enjoying 
the car and now venture much further afield than before with the Midget. 

 The Midget was still with us for a while being kept in a garage in Leighton Buzzard and visited 
occasionally for a brief drive out, but eventually with a heavy heart we parted company in March 
last year. I hope she went to a good home.

 What did I say earlier about obsession? Well in June 2016 we visited the MG Live show at 
Silverstone and we saw the most beautiful black MG TF LE500 on the Trophy Cars Stand and to 
cut a long story short and with no little encouragement from the Club Secretary, and one more 
raid on the pensions fund we did a deal and bought it for Heather.



  As they always say, the path of true love never runs smooth and after owning this lovely car for 
just a few short months it was becoming obvious that we were not getting the use out of the car 
that we first thought that we would. Heather's Fiat 500 was getting a little long in the tooth and 
the advent of another grandchild to carry bought us to the conclusion that a new baby wagon car,
with 5 doors, was needed.

 At Heather’s suggestion we decided to sell the TF and the Fiat in favor of a new Audi A1, this 
two for one car thing is getting to be a bit of a habit! Fortunately we found a new home for the TF 
from within the club and so we can still see it from time to time and unfortunately compete with it 
in the Pride of Ownership event, can a car be allowed to win two years on the trot?

 So there you have it, our MG History, down to one MG again but still looking, and as for the RV8,
it is giving me the thrill I used to get when biking and, as with the bike I used to do overseas trips 
to France and Switzerland, I will be looking for the opportunity to do the same in the RV8. Never 
going to sell it. Can you be buried in an MG? Who Knows?

Upcoming Events     -Dates For Your Diary

Monday 5th June – Club Night, The Five Arrows, Waddesdon at 20.00

     Phil with one of his many trophies!      
Don't forget that we will have a visiting speaker for the June Club Night - Phil Hartree, a 
successful British skydiver.  So let's have a good turnout for this.   We will be in the Coach House
for this event.

Sat 17th – Sun 18th June  - MG Live!
The MG Event of the year www.mglive.co.uk

http://Www.mglive.co.uk/


Sat 24th – Sun 25th June – Bicester Heritage Flywheel Festival
Great fun day out for all the family, if a bit pricey.     Lots going on.  www.flywheelfestival.com  

3rd July AMGC Pride of Ownership
Our very own PoO with new judging categories, good food and music – a very special evening!!
Remember, we start this event earlier than our normal club night, at 19.00.  This year we have 
been promised The Dairy at Waddesdon Manor for our venue, and The Five Arrows will be 
providing their celebrated Bangers 'n Mash as usual.   Not to be missed!

16th July – Grand Prix Barbecue
Being hosted this year by Adrian (me!) and Jackie Bennett in Bicester.  Please let me know if you
are coming so that we assess numbers for the catering etc.  More details in the next newsletter, 
but note in your diary and book your place early!

20th August – Wycombe Area MGOC Run
Keith Darbon has invited us to join the Wycombe MGOC  Octagonal Run on Sunday August the 
20th.

The Run this year is in aid of their charity, The Rennie Grove Hospice, who support people and 
their families in the latter stages of terminal illnesses.

The run will start with breakfast and finish with a BBQ at The Polecat, Prestwood and includes a 
60 mile round trip through Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire with a lunchtime visit to the 
DeHavilland Aircraft Museum, Shenley.

Entry is £25 per car, with entrance to the DH Museum included, as is Tulip roadbook.  Entry form
is attached to this e-mail if you are interested.  I have been to the DH Museum myself several 
times – a fascinating place wher the famous Mosquito was developed (they have 3 examples of 
these including the prototype) and it is well worth a visit in its own right!

Adrian Bennett    
   adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk), 

       Club Secretary

mailto:adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.flywheelfestival.com/

