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Brooklands MG Era
As the weather on 10th April was promised to be fair, I took myself off to Brooklands to 
see what was going on at the MG Era event – one I had not been to before.  For anyone 
who has not been to Brooklands in Weybridge, it was the first purpose-built motor racing 
circuit in the world,  oopened in 1907, as well as one of the first airfields, and by 1918 
had become Britain's largest aircraft manufacturing facility.  It featured the iconic banked 
circuit made famous in old black and white newsreel film.  The site was extensively 
extended during the war since Vickers aircraft were built there, and was never reopened 
as a racing circuit when hostilities ceased.  Nevertheless, it is a hugely important and 
interesting site, with a variety of museums commemorating its racing past, the aircraft 
produced there and, oddly, the London Transport Bus museum.  The clubhouse is still 
there as is the test hill, still used for competitive hill climbs, and an ex-BA Concorde.

T-Types lined up at Clubhouse MGs on the banking Lots of MGs!

The MG Era event this year celebrated the 80th anniversary of the T-Type Midget, and an 
impressive collection of these was lined up outside the clubhouse.  But there were 
literally hundreds of MGs of all models from the M-Type to the latest 3s and 6s, forming a 
very impressive display, especially lined up along the remaining section of the banking.  I 
had spotted Dave Barton's RV8 parked up, and eventually ran into him and Heather – 
rather surprising considering the size of the site and the number of people there.  They 
were enjoying the day as much as I was – I can thoroughly recommend both this event 
in future years, and Brooklands Museum in general as a great day out, with plenty to do 
and see.  

30th Anniversary Celebration
I drew the curtains at 07.00 on the Saturday morning of 16th April, and was pleased to 
see that the day outside was cold, but dry.  A good day for the 30th celebrations, I 
thought, as I poured out the first cup of tea of the day.  But just 30 minutes later it was 
raining, sleeting and snowing........ Typical!  Nevertheless, I unpacked the MGA, 
transferred the picnic, chairs, flag etc to the V8 - which was hopefully more waterproof - 
and Jackie and I then proceeded to the rendezvous at the Akeman Inn at Kingswood for 
breakfast, there to be greeted by an umbrella-wielding Dave Barton, who was fending off 
the weather and marshalling in newcomers before they scuttled into the shelter of the 
Inn.   Heather, very wisely, was tucked up in the dry RV8 as she marked each new arrival 
in.   We had invited neighbouring Natters and Classic Car Clubs to join us, and were very 
pleased to see that there was a good turnout from these too, despite the weather – 



some had come from London to be with us on our special day.

At The Akeman

 The sleet continued through breakfast – bacon or sausage rolls, much enjoyed by 
members, apart from Karen Hall, who had managed to blag a very tasty-looking veggie 
concoction of muffin, poached egg and mushroom, which she tucked into with relish. 
Jack and Debs Martin were the last to arrive, having shed a tyre en route, but were ably 
assisted by Ian Canning who, in the guise of guardian angel, turned out and changed the 
wheel for them and got them back on the road.

Then it was time to abandon the shelter of the Inn for the short drive to Brill Hill, for a 
proposed photoshoot by the iconic windmill.  I had been up there in the week prior to

 At Brill – by the Windmill
check the route, and the carpark had been empty, as it had been when Brian Deacon 
and Bill McMeekin had been out and planned the route some weeks previously – but it 
was now pretty much full!!  So, with no abating from the sleet, and with car occupants 
reluctant to leave the comfort of their warm cockpits, I ushered them all onto the day's 
next destination at Stowe – all except Dave and Heather, who had taken a wrong turn 



somewhere and were off exploring the netherlands of Buckinghamshire.  

I then drove straight to Stowe to help marshall cars as they arrived – not that this 
proved to be necessary, because Stowe were well prepared for us and had everything in 
hand.  A pity really, because I know the area chosen for the route by Brian and Bill well, 
and could possibly have avoided the convoy taking a wrong turning somewhere and 
enjoying rather more of the countryside than was intended.  No matter – when they 
finally arrived at Stowe House, all claimed to have enjoyed the drive.  Pretty much the 
last to arrive was Dave and Heather - I reckon they had no idea by which route they had 
got there, but by now were much more familiar with the remoter regions of the county!  

          Outside the House

Inside the Great Hall

We congregated and chatted for a while (the sleet had abated by then) admiring the
 

good selection of MGs.
 

 
We then went into the House for the guided tour and were impressed by the grandeur 
of the building, and the quality of the refurbishment. 

 Built in around 1683, the House has in recent years been the subject of a restoration 
programme costing in excess of £25m.  Currently it houses an independent school, and 
the environment is a far cry from the utilitarian environment of Southgate County 
Grammar where what passed for education was drummed into me …....  Following the 
tour, we then departed to reserved parking at the NT Stowe Landscape Gardens, where 
we lunched in the restaurant in the Visitor Centre there (those of us that had brought a 
picnic lunch with us in the hopes of dining al fresco, had by then abandoned the idea!!!). 
The afternoon was then spent happily rambling in the Capability Brown-designed 



gardens, in the now bright sunshine. Those who have not visited Stowe gardens should 
do so – they are magnificent – but wait for drier weather!!!  Then it was time to bid 
farewell to our friends and wend our weary way home.  The weather was happily unable 
to spoil what was a full and highly enjoyable day in idyllic, typically English surroundings. 

Some of the Ramblers Stowe House
The oganisation of the day was absolutely superb, and a huge thank you from all the 
participants must go to Dave and Heather for this.

Important Events

15th May - Chiltern Hills Rally.  I have distributed the information packs and entry 
passes for this event.  Entrants can either meet up at the Aylesbury Tuck in Rabans Lane 
for breakfast and the road run after, or go direct to the Buckingham Showground at 
Weedon Park, where we will be directed to the Club Stand by the marshalls on the gate. 
Look for our club flag!  You can still apply to enter this event – entry forms and details 
are on the website:   www.chilternhillsrally.org.uk

* Upcoming Events

Sunday 8th May - Thames Valley Classic and Sports Car Day, Hambleden.
This is an event that has been running for many years, organised by the Jaguar Enthusiasts 
Club.  It is held in the beautifully picturesque village of Hambleden, Bucks, a venue often 
used by films.  The event is a most pleasant afternoon with a large range of vintage, classic 

  Classics at Hambleden a couple of years ago

http://www.chilternhillsrally.org.uk/


and modern vehicles on display. It all happens in the sports ground behind the Stag & 
Huntsman pub, which provides excellent food.   
                       
This is an event that Jackie and I have attended on a number of occasions and can 
thoroughly recommend – on a sunny day it is the most wonderful drive through the 
Chilterns to the prettiest of villages, set in a hollow surrounded by greenery with Red Kites 
circling overhead.  And one of the best collections of all-marque cars you will see this year. 
If you are interested, please let me know and I could arrange a place for members to meet 
up and perhaps drive to Hambleden in convoy.

Location is Hambleden Village Sports ground, postcode  RG9 6RP.  Hambleden village is off 
the A4155 between Henley and Marlow and is about 45 minutes from Aylesbury.

Sunday 8th May – Walligford Classic Vehicle and Parade
www.wallingfordcarrally.org.uk

Monday 9th May – Natter Night.   At our usual venue, the Five Arrows, Waddesdon

Sunday 15th May – Chiltern Hills Rally – see above
www.chilternhillsrally.org.uk 

Sat 21st & Sun 22nd May – Beaulieu Spring Autojumble
www.beaulieu.co.uk/events/spring-autojumble

Sat & Sun 4th/ 5th June – MG Live! At Silverstone
www.mgcc,co.uk/about/mglive9/

5th June - Vintage Stony
www.vintagestony.co.uk 

Monday 6th June – Natter Night at the Five Arrows, Waddesdon

Sat & Sun 25th /26th  June – Banbury Steam Fair & Classic Show
www.banbury-rally.co.uk 

2nd July – Buckingham Classic Car Show at Gawcott
www.buckinghamrotary.co.uk

Sat & Sun 2nd /3rd  July – Flywheel – Bicester Heritage
www.bicesterheritage.co.uk/events 

Monday 4th July – AMGC PoO.  At the moment the Committee is not sure where we will 
be able to hold our Pride of Ownership event this year – the hotel side of the business of 
the Five Arrows has taken off recently, and we have had difficulty finding spaces in the car 
park for our normal Natter evenings.  Thus there would appear not to be sufficient space 
for us to park all the cars that attend our PoO, and The Dairy at Waddesdon Manor, where 
we held the event last year, is unfortunately not available to us.  We are looking at resolving 
this issue, and will let you know the outcome as soon as we can.

http://www.bicesterheritage.co.uk/events
http://www.buckinghamrotary.co.uk/
http://www.banbury-rally.co.uk/
http://www.vintagestony.co.uk/
http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/events/spring-autojumble
http://www.chilternhillsrally.org.uk/
http://www.wallingfordcarrally.org.uk/


*Note – Full list of events is on the Club website – www.aylesburymgclub.org.uk

...... And Last But Not Least ........
Jack Martin has just got his V8 back from the bodyshop, where it has been given a new 
coat of paint.  He has had it resprayed in the original Inca Yellow, and the bodyshop have 
done a superb job of welding the sills, fitting the rear spoiler and wings, and prepping and 
spraying.  The quality of the respray is first class, and Jack is well pleased with the result,  
as you can see.

Jack relaxing while contemplating all the work left to do .....

Now he just has to re-assemble it – once he's changed the gearbox in the Roadster ......

That's all for now, folks!

Adrian Bennett
(adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk), 
 Club Secretary

http://www.aylesburymgclub.org.uk/
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