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Spring Breakfast Meet and Roadrun - 8th April
Saturday morning, 8th April - the day of our first organised run of the 2017 season – dawned, 
and the weather was …........  bright sunshine – (clearly Dave Barton didn't organise this one!)   
And it remained so for the whole day, in contrast to last year when every road run was marked 
by rain or sleet.  So with a big smile, Jackie and I piled into the TF (I had not at that stage had 
a chance to dig the MGA out from its winter slumbers) and set off to meet up with the other 
participants at The Orchard View Farmshop for a bacon roll and tea breakfast.  I had just 
replaced the springs and shocks in the TF for the later LE500 units for a less bone-shattering 
ride, and this was the acid test to see if this conversion makes for a more comfortable ride on 
our now appallingly pot-holed roads.  A very good showing - 11 cars arrived for the run, and 
after enjoying our breakfast and admired the livestock at the farm (the cute new-born lambs 
were of particular interest to the girls, but being unsentimental, all I could visualise was them 
smothered in mint sauce and served with roast potatoes …).

The cars assemble at Orchard View Farm
We were then handed the tulip roadbooks to Greys Court, a National Trust  property near 
Henley, and set off.  Dave Barton and I decided to set off early to try and arrange parking close 
to the house.  We had earlier been told by the NT that we would have to park up in the main 
car park as they expected to be very busy with family visitors as it was the first weekend of the 
school holiday.  The run, very ably organised by Clive Wayland, was through the country lanes 
of The Chilterns, and, naturally,  took in Kop Hill (Clive is a big fan of The Climb, perhaps 
explaining why breakfast was at the farmshop, which is within hailing distance of Kop Hill).  

Greys Court, with The Chilterns as a backdrop



Greys Court is one of my favourite local NT places, because it is in such a picturesque setting 
and because it is a bit less overpoweringly grandiose than other of their properties, and you can 
(almost) visualise yourself living there – well maybe you'd need a Lottery win first, but you know
what I mean.  After a mid-morning break for coffee in the cafe, we went around the house, and 
then enjoyed a leisurely stroll through the gardens the sunshine.  A very pleasant way to spend 
a Saturday, so full marks and a big thank you to Clive for arranging this.  Jackie and I had to 
leave a little earlier than the others, because we were going for dinner and the theatre in Oxford
that evening.  Hopefully we will enjoy many more sunny days out with the MGs this summer.

Club Members enjoying the sunshine
And did the new suspension on the TF make a difference?  Yes, it did.  The LE500 set-up is 
reckoned to be 30% more comfortable than the original factory suspension for pre-2005 cars – I
don't know how you would quantify this, but I certainly noticed quite an improvement.  If you re
interested, you will find the spring/shock absorber units advertised on eBay for around £400 or 
a bit less (I bought mine at the MG Spares Day for £375) and had them fitted by Just Right in 
Witney for £100 + VAT.  They would seem to be a viable alternative to the popular but more 
expensive Bilstein shock units for the TF.

Bicester Heritage Sunday Scramble 23rd April
A number of us were at the Sunday Scramble – we are now registered as a club with BH, so are 
able to get discounted tickets for this.  Again, the weather gave us another fine day – not overly
warm, but bright and dry. Dave Barton, John Boult and I joined the queue of cars slowly 
wending into the Bicester Heritage site, and eventually parked up sometime before 11.00, by 
which time the site was pretty much packed, but we somehow managed to squeeze the MGA 
and RV8s into the area where the MGOC were parked up (we had our club discount, but we 
didn't have the required 10 cars to get a nominated pitch) and conveniently found ourselves 
parked close to Brian Rainbow and Roger Withers and their partners who had arrived before us. 
Brian Deacon and Karen Hall arrived a bit later and couldn't get in with the rest of the MGs, but 
somehow managed to park up amongst the buildings, in a more favourable pitch!  So, either 
come early or later to get the best spaces!!  Getting into the site was a bit chaotic – apart from 
the traffic jam caused by the quantity of traffic trying to get in, the people checking tickets were



excessively slow at taking money from those without tickets, which could have been avoided by 
allocating two lanes to those who had already bought them and allocating one lane for those 
that had not.

     We finally park up – the MGA and two RV8s Roger and Brian's Bs parked together

Fabulous Art Deco Bugatti Inside the Bentley specialist building
This event is growing – we were told that there were over 5000 pre-bookings this time, and 
there were hundreds more people paying at the gate.  There was a truly spectacular array of 
wonderful cars of every marque and description present, and it is fascinating walking around 
and exploring the variety of dealers and specialists in the restored buildings - a superb day out.

Announcement - Club Weekend Away – September 22nd - 24th.
Dave Barton has been investigating the possibilities for the weekend away in Canterbury, and 
has identified a hotel in the centre of the town, (The Falstaff, 8-10 St Dunstan's St Canterbury 
Kent CT2 8AF),  that can accommodate us, and has reserved a number of rooms for us.  The 
members who have so far committed to the weekend away are:

Dave and Heather Barton Adrian and Jackie Bennett
Jack & Debs Martin Bill & Lyn McMeekin
Jake McNulty & Viv McKay Mary Skinner
Clive & Helen Wayland

The cost or accommodation at the hotel for the weekend, including breakfast,  for couples will be
£232.20, and for singles £151.20.
The suggested itinerary for the weekend includes visits to the Dover Motor Museum and Leeds 
Castle.  E-mail Dave for the full itinerary.
If anyone else is interested in joining us, or wants more information, please let Dave 
(davebarton1@virginmedia.com) or myself know as soon as possible – there are still rooms 
available at the hotel.
Deatails of the hotel are at:    www.thefalstaffincanterbury.com

http://www.thefalstaffincanterbury.com/
mailto:davebarton1@virginmedia.com


My Relationship with MG
This month sees the second instalment of my article in the series about us and our MGs.

Me and My MGs  ( Part 2, 1976 – 1999)  by Adrian Bennett
In 1976, Jackie and I were posted to the Army's Supply Computer Directorate at the Ordnance 
Depot in Bicester to join the team of systems analysts working on the replacement logistics 
system.  It took a year to sell our house in Luton (the local manufacturing industry was in 
recession, and there were dozens of houses for sale in our street), so for 12 months we drove to
Bicester and back to work in our yellow B roadster.  The road across the Downs was pretty 
rough, and Jackie frequently suffered from travel sickness, so the MG had to go, in favour of an 
Opel Manta Coupe – but I still had the TD, which I continued to work on.  Eventually we moved 
to Bicester, and the TD was trailered up to join us.  It blew its core plugs over the winter, I lost 
interest (well actually, I ran short of funds) and sold it a year later to a chap who owned a motor
museum.  I made a handsome profit, but I was without an MG for the next few years, 
purchasing another Manta and an Alfa Romeo duirng this time until, in 1983, I purchased an MG 
which still holds a warm place in my memory.  This was a bright red and black MG Metro Turbo.
Jackie hated it, but I loved it.  She complained about the lack of performance when she drove it 
– she never got the hang of the turbo.  Right in front of you was a row of LEDs, which indicated 
the rate of turbo boost, and when these were all lit up, so were the tyres.  Jackie never managed
to light up more than the first couple.  It was a hooligan's car – big acceleration and huge 
roadholding!  I am ashamed to say poor old Jackie was often terrified when I was driving it 
exuberantly on country roads – I probably frightened myself a few times too, if I am honest.  

In 1984 I took over as computer operations shift manager at Bicester, working shifts and loads of
overtime, because we were staffed for 5-day, 3-shift working, but were pretty much permanently
working every weekend too.  With 20% shift allowance and double time at weekends, I had 
enough money coming in to think about acquiring another MG.  I had always wanted an MGB 
GTV8, so I looked around to see what was on the market.  At East Hanney in Oxfordshire I 
found a company (Abingdon Classics) who restored MGs.  They worked on customer's cars over 
the summer months, and when showing their work at local meets would buy up cars ripe for 
restoration to work on and sell over winter.  This was one of them, and so I picked up the 
Turbo's stable mate in October 1985, a beautiful damask red 1973 factory V8.
 Our son Andrew was born in 1979, and it soon became apparent that he would be a tall lad - by

Red and black MG Metro Turbo The 1973 MGB GTV8
1986 he was struggling to get into either the Metro or the V8 comfortably, so we needed a more 



practical family car - so the Metro Turbo was replaced in 1987 with a VW Golf.   The V8 I kept for
13 years – the longest I have ever kept a car.  Of all the cars I have owned, this was the one to 
which I was the most attached, but eventually, for reasons that to this day I don't fully 
understand, I sold it in 1997 – I occasionally see it at events organised by the Abingdon Works 
Centre of the MG Car Club – a couple who were members of the AWC bought it.  So I was again 
without an MG for a while – a year in fact.  By now I had moved on – very occasionally the 
Treasury organises a promotion pool, offering a number of significant vacancies in government 
departments.  The one that caught my eye was a post as project manager at the International 
Development Wing of the Foreign Office, who had decided to break away from using the 
Diplomatic Wing's computer systems, and to set up an IT directorate of their own, and I was 
duly appointed to set up the computer operations for them.   This entailed travelling to Central 
London each day – by train, not MG!  By this time my Golf had been replaced by first a Golf GTi 
mk2 (another great car), and then a bright red Golf GTi mk3 (a heap of junk, not helped by a 
faded front end paint job courtesy of an ancient Ford Fiesta pulling out in front of me in Swindon
and being well land truly T-boned by my VW).  
By 1998 I had a hankering for an MGF – I had been captivated by its good looks.  So one day I 
detoured on the way back from a meeting with a supplier in Bracknell to the MG dealer in 
Newbury, who had a superb MGF Abingdon Limited Edition sitting in the showroom.  But it had 
been sold to another customer, and anyway was a bit outside of my budget.  So I took the 
brochure and price list away to study.  A couple of days later, while I was still musing on colour 
schemes and specifications, the dealer rang to tell me the Abingdon's customer had decided to 
cancel, and did I want to buy it?  Is the Pope Catholic?  After some wrangling, we came up with 
a price I could afford, and she was mine for the next 4 years.  

The Abingdon LE MGF My 1953 TF at Stratton Audley
She was a beauty – Brooklands green, with walnut hood, stone leather upholstery and walnut 
cappings in the cabin.  A real eye-catcher.  But whilst I loved driving it, it was a bit modern - if 
you know what I mean.  I had meanwhile been promoted to Communications Manager to 
network our 88 overseas offices, located mainly in High Commissions and Embassies, so I was 
financially secure again, and began to look around for an older MG.  MGBs appealed, but I had 
had 3 of these, and I remebered that MG TF in the Crawley Green Road.  My search eventually 
unearthed a 1953 TF 1250, which, by stretching the resources I could persuade Jackie that it 
was a good deal that we could afford.  So, in 1999 it became my 7th MG.   The TF was a bit of a 
mongrel – having been an American dry-state car, restored and converted to right-hand drive 
with a TD 2-bow hood, a replacement gold seal engine and some instruments from a YB.  I 
eventually worked through these issues to bring it up to spec.  One issue was very interesting – 
the chassis VIN plate gave the vehicle a number nothing like it should be – but the correct 
number was stamped on the chassis leg.  So I arranged to inspect the factory records which are 



held in the archive at Gaydon – the entry for each car off the line was in a hand-written ledger!  
I discovered the correct details, and after an inspection by the DVLA in Launton Road, Bicester, I 
produced a new Commision plate and had the V5 corrected. To be continued.

Upcoming Events     -Dates For Your Diary
 Run to Thames Valley Sports Car Day at Hambleden
There is still no date for this event that Brian Deacon or I can find, and I have had no response 
from the JEC who organise this, so I think we have to presume that it will not be held this year.  
Perhaps we can arrange something later in the summer or next year.

Chiltern Hills Rally – Sunday 21st May
I received 8 entries for this, and have secured a club stand.  I have distributed the gate passes 
etc to those who sent me an SAE, and Dave Barton has those who want to collect them at the 
next club night on 8th May (I will be away on holiday then).

Monday 5th June – Club Night, The Five Arrows, Waddesdon at 20.00
Don't forget that we will have a visiting speaker for the June Club Night - Phil Hartree, a 
successful skydiver.  So let's have a good turnout for this!

      Phil with one of his many trophies!
Sat 17th – Sun 18th June  - MG Live!
The MG Event of the year www.mglive.co.uk

Sat 24th – Sun 25th June – Bicester Heritage Flywheel Festival
Great fun day out, but a bit pricey.     www.flywheelfestival.com  

3rd July AMGC Pride of Ownership
Our very own PoO with new judging categories, good food and music – a very special evening!!

16th July – Grand Prix Barbecue
Being hosted this year by Adrian and Jackie Bennett in Bicester.

Adrian Bennett    
   adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk), 

       Club Secretary

mailto:adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.flywheelfestival.com/
http://Www.mglive.co.uk/

