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Introduction
August turned out to be quite a busy month for Club and other motoring activities – the month 
began with a Roadrun and dinner at the Akeman Arms in Kingswood as a replacement for our 
normal natter, and we staged another roadrun later in the month finishing up at the small 
independent Chiltern Brewery.  And I also attended the MG Car Club's MGA Register Day out, 
the Classic Car Day at my local pub and the pre-1978 Classic Vehicle Day at the Quainton 
Railway Centre.   A report of these activities appears below.

Akeman Roadrun and Dinner.
This event was held on the 1st August, meeting up in Kingswood in the early evening to take 
advantage of the extended daylight hours.  It had been a hot and sunny week preceding the 
event, but, perhaps predictably, despite being dry for the rest of the day, it chose to rain just 
an hour before the run.   Nevertheless, a dozen hardy souls turned out for the event – 
including a potential new member – Andrew, who was a genial and sociable chap who fitted in 
well and who arrived in a newly-acquired and very tidy 1969 red MGB, and whom we hope to 
see at future Natters.  Participants chose their meals from the menu and placed their orders 
before collecting their Tulip Roadbooks and departing for the roadrun. 

El Presidente and Helen Set Off Peter and Gill Following after
 I had stayed behind in case there were any stragglers, so Jackie was co-opted as Mary's 
navigator in the Yellow Peril, and, knowing Jackie's prowess (not) with a map I was very 
surprised when they were the first to return!  However, it transpired that since I had run the 
route the previous week with Dave Barton, the road-mending gang had descended and created 
a Somme-like terrain in parts of Long Crendon, the passage over which had set off an alarming 
noise from somewhere under Mary's car – so, exercising due discretion, they had taken a 
short-cut back to the pub.  By this time the noise had disappeared, so the blokies later put 
their heads together and diagnosed a loose piece of road surface had got caught in the brake 
calliper where it made its prescence known before eventually becoming dislodged.  Everyone 
else had completed the course successfully and returned safely – with a few moans about 
being confused about one instruction on the outskirts of Winslow (I'm not surprised – I was 
confused just writing the directions....).

The Akeman then seated us in a reserved area in the bar, and served our meals.  The food was 
superb, as was the service, so full marks to Sam and the staff at the Akeman, who looked after 
us well.  The concensus was that it was a thoroughly enjoyable evening, and well worth 
repeating sometime in the future.



Feeding Time at The Akeman
MGA Day at Charlecote Park.
Sunday 12th August was dry but overcast, so not at all a bad day for taking the MGA out for a 
run.  We packed up the picnic kit, and set off for Charlecote, a National Trust property in 
Wellesbourne, near Stratford-upon-Avon.  The last time I drove to this area, the M40 junction 
by Gaydon was closed for road rebuilding work at the entrance to the Motor Museum, so we 
decided to take the country route in case the junction was still closed.  We arrived at 
Charlecote at around 12.30 – where we could see lots of MGs parked up the main drive, but 
how to join them was a mystery as the main gates were closed - so we drove around the 
property to find a way in,  We drove around for about 10 minutes, but no sign of a way in. 
Jackie went through the turnstile to talk to the drivers, who said there was a man with a flag to 
indicate the entrance, so we tried again, but after 20 minutes gave up, and I went to the main 
car park to ask an NT steward.  Entrance was via an insignificant wooden gate with a keypad, 
long-since abandoned by the MG marshall.  By this time there were a number of MGs driving all 
round Warickshire looking for a way in.  So the admin arrangements on the day were 
uncharacteristically poor – a black mark for the MGCC MGA Register organisers.  They should 
at least have arranged for a sign to mark the entrance when they had got fed up with 
marshalling and packed in for the day. Quite a few cars arrived after us and had the same 
difficulty and annoyance.

MGAs - As Far As The Eye Can See
The rest of the afternoon however was successful – I counted 75 MGAs parked along the drive, 
as well as a selection of other MGs.  All the cars were greatly admired by the visitors to the 
Park, and we enjoyed a delicious picnic before strolling around the picturesque grounds and 
rambling through the House, which is one of the nicer of the NT properties in the area, and 



rootling around in the second-hand bookshop which has become a welcome feature of many 
NT properties.

Charlecote Park - MGAs Lined Up On The Drive
However, when it was time to go, we packed up the car, piled in and switched on the ignition – 
nothing at all.  No lights, no starter.  After peering under the bonnet for a while and scratching 
my head, I decided that the hood had to be erected (a bit of a mission, as anyone who has 
owned an MGA will know) so I could remove the battery cover and look at the rear of the 
battery isolator switch.  All looked as it should, but still no power, so I wiggled the leads a bit 
and the alternator light sprang on – so I hastily started the engine, knowing that once the 
alternator was producing charge it would continue to run no matter what happened to the 
battery.  So we set off, and had a pleasant and uneventful drive home.  Later in the week I 
removed the isolator switch, and in a bench test this proved to have an intermittent fault. 
Luckily, Halfords had an identical switch, so I was able to replace it without having to modify 
the toeboard, so a happier ending than it might have been.
 
Roadrun and Brewery Tour.
This was a new idea for us – a day-time run, beginning at the Aylesbury Tuck Cafe for a Brunch 
before a pleasant run through the Chilterns, and finishing at the Chiltern Brewery for an 
arranged Tour and tasting of the various beers that are produced there.  Dave Barton had done 
the reconnaisance and planned the route, his first attempt at a Tulip Routebook, and he and I 
tested the course the day before in balmy weather.   Come the day, however, we awoke to a 
light drizzle, which gradually became heavier during the morning.  Three road runs in 2016, 
and three times in the rain – maybe better luck next year.  But did the weather deter us?  Not a 
bit of it!  But Jackie and I had to change cars – we had set off in the TF, but the rain was 
coming in through the window seals, so we had to turn back and switch to her Land Rover.

Brian Arrives for Brunch   Howard and Marylyn Set Off In Their Lovely MGC



Ten hardy souls arrived at the Tuck, where we enjoyed a great-value brunch – superb bacon 
sandwiches and other delights.  Then Dave handed around the routebooks and off we set for a 
very pleasant run through the Chilterns that took in the Kop Hill Climb and Chequers before 
arriving at the Brewery.  We shall have to repeat this run sometime, it would be pretty 
spectacular on a sunny day.  Peter Mansfield was suffering with his back, so after The Tuck he 
opted out of the run itself because he said he could get into the MG, but couldn't guarantee 
he'd be able to get out again,  but he joined us later at the Brewery for the tour.   Gill did the 
run as the navigator for Mary.

    John Brewer At The Brewery!  (With Dave) Floral Display at The Brewhouse
The Brewery tour started with a most welcome half-pint of one of their beers.  Then we had a 
guided tour around the production facility before returning to a beer tasting, sampling some of 
the products, and assessing how various foodstuffs subltly altered the taste of the beer.  The 
Chiltern Brewery is the oldest independent brewery in the county, and they have interesting 
expansion plans in the restricted space available to them.  We finished the tour in the shop, 
where we all filled our car boots with our choice of the excellent products on sale!

Classic Car Day at The Sow & Pigs, Poundon.
This event has been running for a few years now, and attracts an interesting selection of 
vehicles.  A local collector of classics is one of the regulars, and he lets us have the pick of his 
collection for the day.  This year we chose three American classics – a Cadillac Coupe de Ville, a 
Chevvy Corvette and a Corvette Stingray.  Will, the landlord, myself and Martin, another 
regular, went over to collect them and drive them back – I drove the Corvette, which looks 
great but  is a bit of a boneshaker and so I didn't like it as much as I thought I would.

The Gavioli Fairground Organ
  We also borrowed the 1880 Gavioli travelling fairground organ, which some of you will have 



seen at The Chiltern Hills Rally earlier in the year, and this played periodically during the 
afternoon - much to the delight of the kids, who loved it!

Some of the Assembled Classics – my MGA on the left
Unfortunately, there was a sharp shower which had us scuttling for the shelter of the bar, but it 
didn't last too long, so we were able to repair outside once again and socialise whilst admiring 
the cars, the oldest of which was a 1910 Overland which is regularly campaigned at hill climbs 
and other events.  At lunchtime the resident chef, James, presided over the barbecue, which 
was excellent, as was the beer.

1910 Overland The American Trio - Stingray, Cadillac and Corvette
When it was time to go, I drove the l blue Corvette Stingray back to its storage – much nicer to 
drive than the pretty Corvette!!   Perhaps I'll have to Build another garage ….  All in all a good 
day out, even if there were only two MGs – my MGA and a nice VA Tourer.

Pre-78 Classic Vehicle Day at Quainton
This is one of my favourite events in the year, mainly because the facilities at the Buckingham-
shire Railway Centre are very good, and there is so much variety to see on the site.  Classic 
vehicles of all shapes and sizes are in abundance, and there is all of the Railway Centre itself. 
Unfortunately it has been rainy on the last couple of years, but for 2016 we had a beautiful day 
with plenty of sunshine.  Jackie and I turned up in the MGA, and were parked with a couple of 
other MGs – an MGC and a Frogeye – by our friendly steward (Adrian Fell, who seems to be 
roped in to help with all the local shows) and were soon joined by Dave and Heather Barton, 
who arrived in their RV8 in convoy with a contingent from the Midget and Sprite Club.

We wandered around admiring the various vehicles on display and chatting to the owners, and 
saw some amazing sights. An elderly couple had arrived in their cars – a Morris Minor and a 
1930s Austin Ruby van – but they had ingeniously customised them!  He had been a Joiner, so 
all his old tools, in superb condition, were arranged in the back of the van, and she had a fully-
working miniature railway layout in the boot of  the Minor!  Elswhere, the AA were attending to 
a Triumph Renown with a charging problem, the attending young mechanic very excited 



because he had never seen a Renown, let alone worked on one!  I think we made his day!
All in all there was a very interesting collection of vehicles on show – but we agreed that for us 

The proud owners... ...of a Joiners Van... and a model railway!

the car of the show was a fabulous AC 16/70.

Big Display of Classic Vehicles Our Favourite AC16/70

After lunch, we explored the attractions of the railway centre, well worth a visit on its own. For 
those not familiar with it, the site is extensive, housing a visitor centre (this is the old LMS 
Radley Road station building, resited from Oxford City Centre and restored) which contains a

Castle Class 'Defiant' Royal Carriages One of the Trains
GWR Castle Class express locomotive (Defiant), carriages from one of the Royal trains 
(Victoria's) and the carriage used by Winston Churchill in WW2, as well as the cafe and shop. 
Elsewhere there is a fascinating museum and a number of sheds where the restoration of 
locomotives, carriages and wagons takes place.  And not forgetting the display tracks, where a 
couple of trains were giving rides, and, at one end of the site, a extensive miniature railway 
layout where local enthusiasts run their scale working steam trains, also giving rides to families.
There was really too much to see in one day, so we made a mental note to come again soon!



Upcoming Events

Sunday 4th September – Blackthorn Classic Car Show.
There were 200 vehicles at the first show last year, and the organisers are expecting 250 this 
year, so put this date in your diary!!
http://www.blackthornclassiccarshow.co.uk/show-news.html

Monday 5th September – Natter Night.
At our normal venue, the Five Arrows in Waddesdon at 20.00.  We have a visiting speaker – 
Guy from Standard Oils – so we are hoping for a good turnout on the night.

9th - 11th September – The Goodwood Revival.
If you haven't already got tickets, I doubt you'll get in!

17th & 18th September – Kop Hill Climb.
This is one of our accredited Club events, probably attracting 5 points!!  More details from Clive 
Wayland or at:  www.kophillclimb.org.uk/    Register as an AMGC member when ordering 
tickets on-line.

Monday 3rd October – Natter Night.
Again at our normal venue the Five Arrows.  We have a visiting speaker for this natter too – 
Colin Gent will be talking about an epic journey to Bangkok in an MG TD – so not to be missed!

Adrian Bennett
(adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk), 
 Club Secretary

mailto:adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk

