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Pride of Ownership Event
July 3rd was our annual Pride of Ownership (PoO) event, one of our major events in the year.  
This particular Monday evening proved to be an ideal one; the weather was gorgeous, a hot day
turning into a lovely balmy evening.  Alex had let us use the Dairy in Waddesdon Manor, a 
fabulous venue for this type of event.  Based on previous years, we hoped we might have 
something approaching 30 cars attending the event, to justify using the Dairy.  I was on jury 
service in Oxford for the two weeks straddling our PoO, so was unsure as to when I would be 
able to arrive, but in the event we finished at about 15.00 hours, so I was in good time, and we 
arrived shortly after 18.30 to help with the organisation.  Helen and Heather were on the gate, 
registering the cars and handing out the voting forms, and, as last year, did a splendid job, so 
many thanks to them.  Dave was doing sterling work organising the car park, and I helped him 
with this once our two cars were parked up and their respective tickets placed in the 
windscreens.

Judging The cars – Ian canning's MGB on the left, Richard Colston's lovely VA on the right

More cars – Brian Deacon's superb, award winning Morris Cowley in the foreground



And the cars just kept coming.  We ran out of space in the main car park, and had to use the 
parking area in front of the Dairy buildings as an overflow.  This year we had introduced a new 
Class in the judging – for non MGs – and we were gratified to see that a good collection of these
were arriving, and they were a splendid sight when parked up among the MGs.

And lots of MGs in the beautiful surroundings of the Dairy in Waddesdon Manor
Alex had as usual arranged to cater for us with the traditional Bangers 'n' Mash, which always 
goes down well, and these were ordered as we registered, to be served after the judging.  This 
was particularly difficult this year, because the standard of the cars was so high.  Consequently 
the judging went on a bit longer than usual - not totally surprising since we counted 52 cars in 
all, the most I can remember attending the PoO while I have been a member of the Club.  But 
eventually the judging was completed, the forms all filled in and returned, and the food served 
and consumed, while Dave and I counted up the votes.  This was made a bit more difficult 
because quite a lot of forms had been completed, but without the entrant's name details, so we 
had some scrabbling around to identify the owners of some of the winning cars.  But we got 
there in the end, with only one class having a tie (Class E) for the number of votes cast, and 
Dave and Clive adjudicated on this.

   Richard Colston - MG VA Tickford   Brian Rainbow – MGB Roadster              Andrew Napier – MG ZS
So on to the awarding of prizes, the result of which was:

Class A – MG pre 1962 A3, MG VA Tickford - Richard Colston
Class B – MG '62 – '80 Roadsters - B6, MGB Roadster - Brian Rainbow
Class C – MG '62 – '80 GTs C3, MGB GTV8 - Pete Thomas
Class D – MGs '81 – '01 D5, RV8 - Dave Barton
Class E – MG TF  '02 – '15 E3, MG TF - Paul Martin



Class F – MG Saloons post '62 F18, MG ZS - Andrew Napier
Class G – Non-MG G12, Morris Cowley - Brian Deacon

Best Club Car BCC1,  MGA 1600 - Adrian Bennett

Assembled in The Dairy Roche Bentley entertains us
There was a special  guest on the night – Roche Bentley, the Secretary of The MG Owner's Club,
had come along, a particular surprise and joy for me, because we had been close friends in the 
early days of the MGOC, and Jackie and I hadn't seen him for many years, as our careers took 
us in different directions, as they tend to do.  So we rather hogged him for a good part of the 
evening as we caught up with news.  After the award of prizes, Roche then took the microphone
and entertained us in his own inimitable fashion, and this was very well received – ever the 
showman, our Roche!!
To close the evening, Clive's band, The Roof Thieves took over – a bit later than hoped, but the 
vote counting had taken a bit longer than anticipated  and there were many more diners than 
we had expected – a nice problem to have!!
All in all, this was probably our most successful PoO evening, certainly in my time in the club, 
and completely vindicated the decision to include the new non-MG class, which attracted some 
gorgeous cars, including a MacLaren F1 and a DeTomaso Pantera, as well as some beautiful old 
cars.  This Class is a must for inclusion in next year's event!!

Westcott Village Fete and Funday
I joined Clive for this event on Sunday 9th July – another beautiful sunny summer day.  There 
were a few other classic cars assembled, including Ian Smith's veteran Austin Taxi that we saw 
at our PoO, and a lovely old Humber.  But the car that really attracted my attention was a 1920's
Lafitte, a car I had never heard of.
This small (and actually quite deceptively insignificant looking) car was particularly interesting 
because it has a 3-cylinder air-cooled radial engine, with 4 drive ratios, but no gearbox!  
Attached to the rear of the engine is a convex plate about 15” in diameter, and to the drive shaft
is attached a compressed paper-lined concave plate of the same size.  In the highest ratio these 
two plates are completely mated together to give a 1 : 1 ratio for normal driving. 



    George Stanton (in colourful shirt) and the Lafitte The Lafitte's pivotting radial engine 

To change to a lower ratio, the clutch is depressed to separate the two plates, and by use of a 
gear lever attached to the top of the engine, the engine pivots around its east-west axis so that 
the rear end is lowered, and when the clutch engages, the drive plate attached to the engine 
mates with the other plate lower down its face, thus giving a lower ratio.  Ingenious! Only an 
engineer would have thought that one up.  The lafitte, and a lovely Austin Seven Chummy are 
owned by George Stanton, a chap I had heard much about but never before met, so it was a 
real pleasure to meet and chat to him.  He is the former owner of the Lodge Mazda Garage in 
Kingswood, and is well known as a collector of unusual cars. 

Clive's and my MGs with a superb genuine AC Cobra

Grand Prix BBQ
This annual social event was held in Bicester on 16th July, the Sunday of the F1 race.  A baker's 
dozen of us assembled at around midday, and Jackie opened the proceedings by going round 
and organising the sweepstake of the drivers.  I then followed this by flashing up the barbecue 
and cooking a batch of sausages and onions for a hot-dog starter before the race began.   The 
lads (apart from Phil, who drives a 29 year old Audi 80 and therefore has no great interest in 
cars!) retired to watch the race whilst the girls sat on the terrace with brimming glasses and put 
the world to rights.



 The Girls putting the world to rights with a glass or two…  ... while the Blokes watch the race (with a glass or two)

The race was exciting, and the noise from the lounge when the two Ferraris suffered punctures 
in the closing stages must have made the neighbours jump if they weren't also watching!!  A 
great race, with a great result.  

After the race I again flashed up the barbie, and cooked the traditional favourites – burgers, 
chicken satay, chinese chicken, pork steaks in a hot Korean marinade, and pork with honey and 
mustard marinade – with veggie options, naturally.  The girls had excelled themselves with the 
most mouth-watering puddings – trifle, pavlova and lemon cheesecake, and a cheese board 
after.  Fully replete, we sat chatting on the terrace, willing the rain (which had spitted 
intermittently) to stay away, which it did, thankfully, until the evening.

The dessert table – much visited!!

Once again this event proved to be one of the most enjoyable and one of the most sociable in 
our calendar,  so it is surprising that it isn't even better attended.

And the result of the sweepstake?  Jill Mansfield had drawn Lewis Hamilton, Jackie Bennett was 
second with Valtteri Bottas and I had drawn Raikkonen for third place!  A good result for the 
Bennetts!



Upcoming Events  (more on our website: www.aylesburymgclub.org)

Sun 6th  August – MGCC Abingdon Works Centre and MGB Register Summer Picnic 
To be held this year at Millets Farm Centre at Frilford OX13 5HB between 10:00 and 16:00. All 
MG Car Club members are welcome. 
Please email john.watson@mgb-register.org or call 07770 575 236  with your car type and 
registration to enable the register to plan the space required.

Monday 7th August – Club Night at The Akeman
For the August Club Night we have changed the venue to The Akeman, because we will be 
having an evening road run followed by a meal at the pub, as we did the same time last year.  I 
have recce'd a run of about 33 miles, taking in some of the most attractive villages in the area.   
Please see the email sent out a few days ago for full arrangements for this event. 

20th August – Wycombe Area MGOC Run
Keith Darbon has invited us to join the Wycombe MGOC  Octagonal Run on Sunday August the 
20th.
The Run this year is in aid of their charity, The Rennie Grove Hospice, who support people and 
their families in the latter stages of terminal illnesses.
The run will start with breakfast and finish with a BBQ at The Polecat, Prestwood and includes a 
60 mile round trip through Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire with a lunchtime visit to the 
DeHavilland Aircraft Museum, Shenley.
Entry is £25 per car, with entrance to the DH Museum included, as is Tulip roadbook.  Entry form
is on their website if you are interested.  I have been to the DH Museum myself several times – 
a fascinating place where the famous Mosquito was developed (they have 3 examples of these 
including the prototype) and it is well worth a visit in its own right!

Saturday 26th August – Visit to Craft Fair, Stonor Park
 There will be a separate email on this event shortly, when the arrangements are finalised,  but 
make sure the date is in your diaries now.  The plan is to meet up first for a coffee and a Danish,
provisionally at The Bell in Stoke Mandeville, and then proceed in convoy to Stonor Park.

Sat 16th & Sun 17th September – Kop Hill Climb
Drive the famous Hill, situated near Princes Risborough.  More detail at www.kophillclimb.org.uk.

September Weekend Away - 22nd - 24th September 
It may not be too late to arrange to join us for the September weekend away in Canterbury if 
you are quick and contact the organiser, Dave Barton (davebarton1@virginmedia.com).  We are 
staying in a hotel near the centre of Canterbury, and will be visiting the Dover Motor Museum on
the Saturday and Leeds Castle on Sunday, as well as enjoying sociable dinners on the Friday and
Saturday nights.  Promises to be an excellent weekend away!

Adrian Bennett    
   adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk), 

       Club Secretary
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