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August Club Night – Akeman Run and Dine
I had some concerns about the August Road Run from The Akeman, since the weather in the 
couple of weeks leading up to it had been very non-summery to say the least, and the forecast 
for the evening was not particularly propitious.  In the event, however, the rain stayed away for 
the run itself (although some attendees from the Aylesbury area reported heavy rain on the way
to the venue).  Twelve cars, 21 people arrived to participate in the run (well, 20 actually, since I 
elected to stay behind with a pint of beer in case any more people turned up).

Assembling before the start
I had prepared a circular route of some 33 miles, to take in some of the picturesque villages in 
west Buckinghamshire, and used our newly-acquired software to prepare a Tulip road book for 
the navigators, this form of route specification having now been adopted by the club for these 
events.  I was conscious that there was one particular junction en-route that was very easy to 
miss, so I briefed the navigators to be alert to this, and off they went (in the event, no-one 
missed this turning, so full marks to all participants!).  

Andrew and Sue Napier head off … followed by Jack & Debs
It seemed like I only had a very short time to make inroads into my pint, before the first car 



John & Linda Brewer are away Peter & Jill also
was back (David and Richard in the MGF), followed not long after by the all-girl team of Mary, 
Karen and Jackie in the Yellow Peril, hotly pursued by Peter and Jill, who had tried hard to catch 
them up from the penultimate Tulip (80-plus mph on the A41 – bad boy, Peter!)  In the event, 
only one team took a wrong turn (John and Linda), so I was very happy with the result – 
everybody seemed to enjoy the run, even those who had scraped exhausts on the single track 
section leading up to the Granborough crossroads!

We had been given a separate alcove area to use in the dining room at The Akeman, and after 
some shuffling of tables to be more sociable, made ourselves comfortable.  We had pre-booked 
our meals before setting off, and the food arrived shortly after our return, so we all tucked in 
with relish.  As with last year, the food was very good, and so we were impressed with this and 
the quality of service, so well done to the catering staff at the Akeman.  This was again a very 
successful evening, and we all agreed that the mid-summer run and dine will be a fixture in our 
events calendar in the coming years.

Footnote.
This was the first time I had used the Don Barrow software to prepare a Tulip Road book, and I 
must say it was really quite easy to use, being spreadsheet based, and the end results are very 
professional indeed – probably why the participants of our rally were able to follow the 
organised route so successfully.  Three of us have now used the software, which resides on 
Dave Barton's spare Windows laptop (it is a single user version), to produce roadbooks – Dave, 
Clive and myself.  We have all found it to be very straightforward, and we are happy to explain 
its use to anyone organising a road run in the future.

Day Out at The Stonor Park Craft Fair
Saturday 26th was a glorious summer day, so was a perfect day for a drive in the country.  Eight
cars gathered at The Bell in Stoke Mandeville, to enjoy a bacon bap breakfast before setting out 
to the Craft Fair at Stonor Park.  We could not secure a reserved parking area for the cars at this
event, so we decided to travel down in convoy, having first selected a point at which to meet up 
close to the gates of Stonor Park, as we were bound to get separated en route.  The drive from 
Stoke Mandeville is through the Chilterns, and this is beautiful English countryside, one of 
England's best-kept secrets – only one incident – after a couple of hundred yards Clive had to 
pull over because he had forgotten to turn on the fuel pump disable switch, quickly rectified!  
The meeting point we had chosen was the Crown at Pishill, and we duly assembled there, and 
were fortunate to then all enter and park up together.

The Craft Fair at Stonor is very extensive, and laid out extremely well, with marquees 
surrounding a large central area for circulating and for outdoor displays (including a bright red 



Routemaster bus that had been converted into a travelling Bar, which was doing a roaring trade 
(Brian Deacon was spotted imbibing outside, and Brian Rainbow and Roger Withers upstairs....).
Having spent the morning examining (and purchasing) the crafty merchandise, we returned to 
the cars for a picnic lunch in the sun before going back in to admire and purchase more must-
have artefacts.  

We prepare to picnic in the sun...
A very pleasant outing which the girls really enjoyed, and one we will repeat next year, perhaps 
at Newport Pagnell, which has, I am told, an even bigger craft fair.

Weald and Downland Steam Weekend
Jackie and I were staying with friends near Chichester recently, and we went along to the 
Downland open air Museum for their steam weekend, and were agreeably surprised to see that 
the MG community had turned out in force to support this event.  



The Solent MGOC, the local Chichester MGOC and a group called Totally T-Type all attended, so 
there was a field full of MGs to admire – I counted 40 T-types.  A sight indeed to gladden the 
eye!  There were about 70 MGs in all at the event, and since it was not an MG-organised event 
this has to be pretty good, particularly as the weather was quite cool and showery!

Upcoming Events  (more on our website: www.aylesburymgclub.org)

Blackthorn Classic Car Show
Those of you who were expecting to attend the Blackthorn Classic car show on the first Sunday 
in September - I have learned that the organising committee for this event have decided to make
this a biennial event, so the next one will be in 2018.

Sat 2nd – Sun 3rd September – Cars in The Claydons
This is the second year of this event at Claydon House in Middle Claydon, Bucks, an NT property.
Tickets are £8 on-line before the event, or £10 on the day. More information at:
https://www.claydonestate.co.uk/events/cars-in-the-claydons 

September Club Night – Monday 4th September at The Akeman
There is a wedding at the Five Arrows on the 4th, so we have arranged to decamp to The 
Akeman for the evening.  This is a rather special Club Night, as Justin, who has designed our 
new website, will be presenting his work to us from 20.00 hrs.  And a fine job he has made of it,
too.  So let's have a good attendance to show Justin our appreciation.  We also hope that Alex 
MacEwen will be there too, as he is leaving his job as manager of The Arrows to take over the 
running of a hotel in South Devon (a possible September weekend away venue for the future?) 
and we hope to make a small presentation to show our gratitude for his hospitality to the club 
over the years.

Sat 9th September – Pop-Up Tea Shop at Little Kimble 10.45 – 16.00
Clive has brought this slightly unusual event to my attention, which is a Pop-Up Tea Shop at the 
Little Kimble Free Church, which, apart from the tea, will feature sales of plants, books and craft 
items as well as demonstrations.  Cakes and Ploughman's lunches are also on offer, and the 
organisers would like to see a selection of classic cars too.  So, if you are free and are interested 
in attending, ring 01296 612748 or email admin@kimble-free.co.uk .

Sat 16th & Sun 17th September – Kop Hill Climb
Drive the famous Hill, situated near Princes Risborough.  More detail at www.kophillclimb.org.uk.
As a spectator, you can be assured of a thrilling day out with cars of all ages and marques 
driving the hill, and plenty of wonderful cars to admire in the paddock!

September Weekend Away - 22nd - 24th September 
The next important Club event in our calendar will be the September weekend away in The 
Falstaff Hotel, Canterbury.  Jackie and I plan to set off to arrive around midday on the Friday, 
probably lunching in the Hotel, and to explore the city during the afternoon, so if anyone has a 
similar idea, we will meet up with you there!

Monday 2nd October – Club Night
We should be back at the Five Arrows for this one!
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Club Clothing Items. Dave Barton and I have both been asked recently about club-branded 
clothing items, so we will be preparing another order soon.  So if you would like to participate in 
this order, fill in the attached order form and email it to Dave on mgdavebarton@gmail.com 

And Lastly :
Our chairman saw this image holidaying in Crete, and thought it might amuse our members to 
ask for suitable captions for this picture.  Suggestions please to me for the October Newsletter!!!

- And even more lastly:

FOR SALE £1650

Mitsubishi Colt Cabriolet 1.5 czc  March 2007
55400 miles. MOT until April 2018

 Serviced August 2017
Tel: 07950 287125

Adrian Bennett    
   adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk), 

       Club Secretary
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