
Newsletter February 2018
Introduction
The Festive season is now past, but while we wait for the warmer weather when we can 
drive our MGs with the hood down there are still fun activities we can enjoy.   First of these
is the Annual Dinner on the 2nd of February at the Five Arrows, and others are noted in the 
Upcoming Events below.  We are in the Coachhouse for the Dinner, and I for one am 
looking forward to it very much – dress code, as always with this event, is formal – DJs for 
the gentlemen and posh frocks for the ladies - but no-one is going to turn you away if you 
turn up in a lounge suit on the night ….  We aim to foregather at 19.30 for a 20.00 start. 

The January Club Night was taken over by the Annual General Meeting, and this was 
apparently well attended with 19 people present – myself and Jackie were absent, cruising 
in Southern Africa, in temperatures of around 36 degrees – and so my thanks to Heather 
Barton for standing in and taking the minutes of the meeting, a copy of which appears on  
the Club's website.  The officers for the coming year were elected as follows:

Chairman: Dave Barton  (prop Clive Wayland, sec Jack Martin)
Treasurer: Jack Martin  (prop Clive Wayland, sec Dave Barton)
Secretary: Adrian Bennett (prop Pete Mansfield, sec Bill Mc Meekin)
Member's Reps: Heather Barton,  Helen Wayland

The first meeting of the new committee is to be held on Monday 12th February, and I will 
ensure the minutes of this meeing are available on the Club website shortly afterwards, 
and summarise these in the February newsletter.

A reminder that the annual club subscription fell due on 1st January. The rate for the year is
as last year - £10 for individual membership and £15 for a couple.  It would therefore be 
greatly appreciated if you could arrange, if you haven't done so already, to pay your subs 
by bank transfer to the club account, details:

NatWest Bank,     Sort Code:  60-01-31,      Account No.:   69656940
indicating what the payment is for and let the club treasurer and secretary know by email 
that you have done so.

Chiltern Hills Rally
The Chiltern Hills Rally is to be held on Sunday 20th May this year.  For the last couple of 
years I have arranged a club entry for this so that we can have a reserved stand and all be 
together, together with anyone from our neighbouring clubs who want to join us.  I am 
happy to do this again for 2018, so can I have expressions of interest for this event if you 
want to join us, and I can make the necessary arrangements with the organisers.  I only 
want numbers at this stage, I will make the formal application in the middle of March, and 
will let you have all the details and the application form at the end of next month.  The 
entry fee is £6 per car this year, with driver and one passenger.

John Bolt
Just as this newsletter was going to press, I have heard that John Bolt sadly passed away 
suddenly on Thursday 18th January.  John was a one-time member of our club as well as a 
long-term member of the Abingdon Works Centre of the MG Car Club, and he will be 
remembered by our members as a keen supporter of our Pride of Ownership with his 



Nightfire Red RV8.  We all at the Club extend our deepest sympathy to his family for their 
loss at this time.
 
Upcoming Events  (more on our website: www.aylesburymgclub.org  .uk)

2nd February 2018 – Annual Dinner and Prizegiving
details above.

**5  th   February – No Club Night!!  Because Annual Dinner replaces this event.**

Sunday 11th February – International MG Spares Day
The annual spares event at The National Agriculture Centre, Soneleigh, Warks.  Details and 
tickets from:
http://mgandtriumphsparesday.co.uk

Sunday 8th April – MG Era Day, Brooklands
This is one of the first events of the year, and a real MG extravaganza.  Loads of interesting
MGs, a run up the test hill if you want to, and then there are all the attractions of the 
Brooklands site on offer too, from Concorde to the London Transport Museum on-site, the 
newly-opened Aircraft factory and flight shed, and of course, the car museum and what's 
left of the banked racing circuit.  This year the MG focus on the day is the 60th anniversary 
of the MGA twin-cam, with a display in the paddock of these very rare cars.  A great day 
out, one I plan to attend myself.
See https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/whats-on/brooklands-mg-era for details.

Sunday 22nd April – Bicester Heritage Sunday Scramble
The second Sunday Scramble of the year.  Details and tickets:   http://bicester  heritage.co.uk

 A small part of a previous Sunday Scramble

Sat 2nd – Sun 3rd June – MG Live 2018
MGLive! is the MG Car Club’s annual celebration at Silverstone – a family friendly day out with 
attractions for everyone.  Details and tickets:  http://www.mgcc.co.uk/mglive/

http://bicester/
https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/whats-on/brooklands-mg-era
https://mgabingdon.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=09902037ee369e3e7cfecedae&id=f394793e9a&e=34463b9489
http://www.aylesburymgclub.org/


Friday 22nd – Sunday 24th June – Bicester Heritage Flywheel Festival
The event at Bicester Heritage, a great day out for classic car enthusiasts, with the added 
attraction that it is combined this year with the Classic and Sports Car Magazine's show 
normally held at Alexandra Palace, and with Brightwell's Classic Car Auction event as well.
 I've got my ticket already !       http://bicester  heritage.co.uk/flywheel-festival

And Lastly:
Father Christmas very kindly brought me a bootrack for the RV8 (actually, it was really a 
present from Jackie).  This is a Moss product that we picked up from their Bristol shop on 
the way back from a regular visit to Plymouth.  I expected to find in the box a set of fitting 
instructions, and perhaps a template to indicate where on the bootlid to drill the mounting 
holes, but there was nothing.  So, methought, it must be pretty straightforward to fit and 
doesn't need any further explanation.  The rack consists of two curved metal straps that 
bolt onto the bootlid, each with two lugs, two tubes that fit between the lugs on the straps, 
and the rack itself that bolts onto lugs on the two tubes.  So I figured the logical way to 
proceed is to assemble the rack loosely, apply masking tape to the bootlid where the straps 
are going to fit, make sure it is lined up properly, and mark the masking tape where the 
holes are going to go.   So far so good. 

 However, I recalled that Jack Martin had warned me that part of the bootlid is double 
skinned, which could cause a problem. So, having marked the position of the holes, I 
investigated the underside of the bootlid, and yes, Jack was right – the lower two holes 
would go through the double skin.  So I then spent a considerable time trying various 
positioms to try and avoid the double skinned area.  This added to the problem, because 
the straps are curved to (allegedly) match the bootlid, so there was not a lot of leeway.

I eventually decided that I would position the rack exactly where I wanted it, and that I 
would open up the double skin slightly so that I could slide the mounting nut for the lower 
bolt between the two skins.  So, after much measuring and re-measuring, I was happy that 
the rack would be exactly central, and that the holes were exactly in the right place.  This 
all took up the best part of a day for me and my trusty helper (Jackie), so I left the actual 
drilling for another day.

A couple of days later I plucked up courage, centre-popped the marks, and got out the drill.
A smlall hole first as a pilot to check that it was in the centre of my mark, then increasing 
larger drill bits until the holes were the right size – I drilled through both skins on the lower 
holes to allow the bolt to go through both.  When I assembled and bolted the straps and 
tubes and offered up the rack up to them, it was a bit out, so I had to elongate the holes 
about 5mm, but then the rack fitted.  The tubes were a bit long, the straps under pressure 
had the wrong profile, leaving a gap about 6" long and 5mm high between the strap and 
the boot, and the bootlid was under a bit of strain and was deflecting slightly.  This was 
very disappointing.  Still the rack looked good, and was firmly in place, so I left it like that.

I thought about it for a couple of days, and decided that if I shortened the tubes a little, the
pressure on the straps would lessen and, although not perfect, they would match the profile
of the lid a bit better.  So I took it all apart and set about shortening the tubes. This did 
improve things a bit, but not much, so I left it at that.

http://bicester/


However, I wasn't satisfied with it, so after another couple of days I decided to shorten the 
tubes further.  So I took it apart again.  But this time I decided that I wouldn't ever be 
happy with it unless it was exactly right.  I knew by now that the metal straps could flex a 
bit, so I decided that I would try to reshape them to fit the exact profile of the lid.  I put the
rubber jaws on my bench vice, and gradually eased each strap in the vice until I was happy 
with the fit – this was quite straightforward to do, but a bit nerve-wracking because I didn't 
want any kinks or marks in the strap or its chromed surface.  When I was happy with the fit
of strap to lid, I bolted them loosely back on the boot, and then fettled the tubes to fit 
exactly between the lugs on each of them.  Finally, I offered up the rack, and the bolt holes 
aligned, so I tightened everything up, and the job was finally done, as seen below.

I am very pleased with the final result – The MGB boot is notoriously small, and the RV8, 
with its bigger spare wheel, reduces the space even further, so this sturdy and handsome 
rack is a going to be very useful addition.  But Moss could have made the job a lot easier 
with some guidance – in particular that you may need to reshape the straps with a little 
careful effort to the exact profile in your chosen position, that you will probably have to 
adjust the two tubes to fit as well, and by providing a template.  Even so, I can heartily 
recommend this product.

If I were ever to do this job again, I would do things slightly differently:
– loosely assemble the rack and offer it up to the bootlid
– place masking tape where the straps will go, check for the double skin and mark 

the position of straps and mounting holes on the tape
– disassemble, and shape the straps to the exact lid profile in the chosen position
– adjust the tubes to fit between the lugs in the straps exactly
– reassemble the rack and check the position of the mounting holes in the bootlid
– adjust the position of the marks if necessary, disassemble rack and drill the holes
– paint the edges of the holes, bolt on straps and the rest of the rack.

 ...and I would be happy to help anyone who wants to fit one.

Adrian Bennett   
adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk), 
Club Secretary

mailto:adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk


Aylesbury MG Club – Annual General Meeting 2018
Minutes of Meeting  - 8th January 2018

The following members attended the meeting:
 Dave & Heather Barton Graham King Pete & Gill Mansfield

Peter & Lesley Thomas Kurt Muller Andrew & Sue Napier
Brian Deacon Karen Hall Mary Skinner
Clive & Helen Wayland Bill McMeekin  Mike Jones
Jack & Debbie Martin

Apologies were received from: Adrian & Jackie Bennett, Roger Withers

The Chairman, Dave Barton (DB) opened the meeting at 20.10, welcoming those present 
and thanking them for their attendance.  The minutes were adopted as a true record.

Chairman’s Report
The Chairman then gave his report. DB felt that 2017 had been a very successful year for 
the club. The main highlights for him in the year were:

 The new Website, which is very modern.  Feedback from members is 
excellent.  Any members who have items and suggestions or photos for the 
website should send to either DB or AB.  DB is updating the site on a regular 
basis and encouraged members to look at the site for information and 
updates.

 The Pride of Ownership was overwhelming for the committee with the 
turnout.  A great evening enjoyed by many.  This was a very profitable event –
JM.  The PoO is booked again at The Dairy for 2018.

 Closer links have been made with Chesham Club who have attended some of 
our events and this has been very successful.

Secretary’s Report - AB
 Membership is at 36 one down from last year.  Aim of the committee is to 

attract more members through interesting activities.  Subs are at £10 per 
person and £15 per couple.  Agreed this should stay the same.

 The annual dinner was held in February where the Roger Skinner Trophy was 
awarded.  DB asked for trophies from 2017 to be returned ready for February 
2018 Dinner and presentation.  (Roger Skinner Trophy from Adrian and the 
Best Club Car Award from Debs to be returned).

 Clive organised an excellent breakfast run to Greys Court.  We were able to 
park at the front of the house and this attracted a lot of attention. 

 The club attended the Chiltern Hills Rally, but was not as good as last year 
with attendance.  Other events the club participated in was MG Live at 
Silverstone and BH Flywheel Festival.  

 The evening run from The Akeman was well attended as was the run to 
Stonor Park Craft Fair, which had something for everyone.

 The Grand Prix BBQ was a very social event held by Adrian and Jackie.   It 
would be great to see more attend this event in 2018.



 12 members enjoyed the weekend away in September to Canterbury, with 
visits to the Dover Transport Museum, Leeds Castle and other local interests.

 The annual quiz hosted by Clive and Helen saw one of the teams from 
Chesham Club take first prize.  A good raffle helped the clubs funds.

DB asked for more suggestions from club members of events we could run, and also if 
anyone wanted to organise events.

It was suggested that the minutes of the committee meetings be available on the Web, and
this was agreed.  DB will update.

Treasurer’s Report – JM
JM circulated Accounts for 2017.  Expenses for the year were up.  Due to spend on the new
Website, software purchase and gifts. Overall the club was in a good position considering 
the expenses incurred.
Some BACs payments did not have a reference.  This has made it difficult to allocate.  JM 
will be chasing the queries once he can access info from AB.   
Reminder to members to put a reference on BACs payments in future.
Reminder to club members to pay 2018 subs.

The following officers were elected:
 Chairman – Dave Barton (DB) (proposed: Clive Wayland (CW), seconded: Jack Martin (JM)
 Treasurer – Jack Martin (JM)  (proposed: Clive Wayland (CW)  seconded: Dave Barton (DB)
 Secretary – Adrian Bennett (AB)  (proposed: Pete Mansfield, seconded: Bill McMeekin) 

The following Committee members were elected:
Members Reps – Heather Barton, Helen Wayland

The first Meeting of the new Committee was arranged for Tuesday 13th February 
(later changed to Monday 12th) at 20.00 at JMs.

There followed a discussion on the following:
More collaboration with other Clubs.  The Chesham Club has really got more 

involved with Aylesbury over the last year and we want this to continue.
Andrew Napier suggested seeking a contribution from the MGCC towards the 

club.  AB to action
Sponsorship links on the Website with companies who have links to MGs.  

Several companies have expressed interest and would pay an annual fee. 
There would be a link page on the website, click on this and you see their 
page.  This would help support the club and website.

Mike Jones – approaching Blue Diamond who might be interested in linking 
with the website.

The weekend away will again be the third week of September.  Possible trip to
Isle of Wight.  This has been done in the past but not recently. 
Suggestions for other locations would be welcome.



Annual dinner is the 2nd February 2018.  Attendance 22 so far. Menu choices to
be given in and numbers confirmed by 15th January.  Will be in the normal
meeting room.   Pete Mansfield will present the Roger Skinner Trophy as 
Mary Skinner is away. Raffle prize donations would be appreciated.

We have been successful with speakers, but we need to think about contacts 
we have within the club and any suggestions would be appreciated for the
coming year. Ideally we would like 3. Clive could do a First Aid session 
which would be very useful.  To be arranged.

No other business the meeting closed at 21.15.

Heather Barton
Committee Member On behalf of Adrian Bennett


