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What Happens When The Passengers Have Left
On the face of it, you wouldn't think a modern airliner and a swan have a lot in common.  In 
their natural environments – floating throug the air for the airliner, and through water for the 
swan - they are both supremely elegant, graceful and  suited to that environment.  But take 
them out of that environment, and they are very ungainly indeed – seen a swan waddling along 
recently, or a plane taxying along the ground?  And, I must admit, it has never occurred to me to
wonder what you do after your Boeing 73-something-or-other overshoots the runway and ends 
up on the grass, and everyone on board has departed – and I don't suppose you have either.  

But Brian Deacon has, and he told us all about it during a fascinating talk at the May Club Night, 
to a spell-bound audience.  First of all, it's not as uncommon as you might think – and secondly, 
it is not just a case of getting a tow-rope and pulling it out with a tractor as you would do if you 
had deposited your car in a ditch one dark night.  An airliner weighs a lot of tons, especially fully-
laden, and rapidly starts to sink into the ground if it finds itself off the hardstanding.  So to get it 
out again you have to deploy an arsenal of special tools and techniques to raise it far enough off 
the ground to slide a temporary roadway under its wheels - assuming these aren't some way 
back down the runway, and they are still intact.  If it not, you need yet more kit ro raise it, 
possibly including a very large crane and a big low loader or three.  And you can't just shove a 
jack under a plane anywhere you fancy – you have to RTFM first (that's Read The F*****g 
Manual if you're an engineer).  The plane can then be carefully towed out of its predicament and
taken to somewhere for inspection and repair.  Brian showed us some scary film clips and photos
of such planes, and of the various tools of his trade being deployed to get them out, and it was a
real eye-opener!  Apparently, every type of aircraft has to have a recovery plan for just such an 
eventuality, detailing amongst other things all the points on the structure strong enough to be 
supported and towed, so those effecting the recovery know how to do so without doing more 
damage than absolutely necessary to what is after all a very valuable aeroplane.

A most interesting talk, so many thanks to Brian (who was supposed to be aided on the 
technicals by his partner (Karen 'Doner Kebab' Hall), but she was too busy chatting to the other 
girls…....  Fortunately, I shan't be flying again until September, so some of the slightly disturbing 
images Brian showed us will hopefully have begun to fade from my memory!

RAF Police Centenary Celebrations, Saturday 19th May
Five of us turned up at the Aylesbury Rugby Club in Weston Turville to support the RAF Police 
charities on their centenary.  It was a beautiful sunny day, a real pleasure enjoying the open-top
drive to Weston.  There was a big screen television on-site, ostensibly provided for spectators to
get a better view of the rugby, but it was no coincidence that it was also the day of the royal 
wedding..... We were opposite the RAF Police Motorcycle Club, and, naturally, Dave Barton was 
drawn over there to admire the bikes (well, I was too, to be honest).  A good collection of very 
nice bikes, and very friendly chaps, and I was slightly envious, as I have a hankering for another
bike to enjoy on such a sunny day – until I drove the RV8 home, that is.  Biking is far too 
dangerous these days, or so Jackie keeps telling me when she catches me admiring a bike.  

The rugby consisted of two matches, between the RAFP ladies team and The Metropolitan Police
ladies, and between the men's teams of the same services, and was very entertaining.  But even
more enjoyable for me was the display from the RAFP dog handlers putting their dogs through 



their paces.  These superbly-trained animals were really impressive – I was particularly taken 
with the puissance competition, where the winning dog managed to clear a 12 foot wall!  You 
would have to go some to get away from him!

 Club Cars at The Celebrations

If Only ….... Ah, well, perhaps not
During our lunch we were entertained by the RAFP brass band.  There is something about a 
sunny day, a picnic and a brass band – very British, if you know what I mean.  A very good day 
out and a great curtain-raiser for the next day, which was :

Sunday 20th May  -  Chiltern Hills Vintage Vehicle Rally
Again, the sun was  out and shining on us all day for the CHVVR.  An early start – for some of us
– Dave and Heather, me and Jackie and Kurt and Jason, met up at The Aylesbury Tuck for the 
traditional bacon butty and tea, and to watch the lovely collection of classic cars assembling 
before going off in convoy for a run around the villages, ending up at the Bucks County 



showground in Weedon.  We didn't do the run, but went in our own convoy straight there to find
our club pitch – but, being such a beautiful day, everyone had the same idea, so the queue along
the A413 to the site was even longer than previous years.  When we finally arrived, other club 
members were already there, so we joined them.  Jack and Debbs were unfortunately absent – 
they had booked to come, but Jack's TD decided to misbehave – a sticking clutch problem?  

At The Tuck – Waiting For The Off

Our Pitch at Chiltern Hills
The Rally is definitely getting bigger every year, but I suspect the fine weather was a 
contributory factor for the huge attendance.  And what a collection of cars – just about 
everything you could imagine from commercial vehicles to scooters. 

Rare Edsel Glamourous Cadillac



 I particularly liked the collection of American cars in attendance this year – I'm a bit of a sucker 
for big wings, pastel colours and lots of bling, just wish I had a bigger garage ....

At lunchtime we made our way back to the cars, where we enjoyed a very sociable picnic lunch 
in the sunshine while we set the world to rights.  In the afternoon we went round the retail 
village and watched Clive's band, with their new girl singer, performing on a makeshift stage on 
the back of a flatbed trailer. All very geriatric Rock & Roll.

Clive and The Roof Thieves
Recent new member Mike Jones had brought his lovely two-tone Oxford and 
Cambridge blue MG J2, and this attracted a lot of attention.  

Mike, His J2 and his Award
And later in the afternoon we discovered that Mike and his J2 had been selected as 
the Treasurer's Own choice of classic car – the first recipient of this new trophy, and 
he was awarded a handsome shield to hold for the year.  Very well done, Mike!



A great day out, topped off by a pleasant drive home in the MGA, stopping off en-
route for a pint in the Akeman on the way home.  Same again next year, I hope.

Quiz Night – December 3rd - Volunteer Needed!  
We hold our annual quiz on the last Club Night before Christmas, at our ususal 
location in The Five Arrows.  But we desperately need a volunteer(s) to compile and 
run this event for 2018, so if you would like to try your hand at compiling a quiz, 
please let one of the committee members know.  Many thanks.
 
Upcoming Events     - Dates For Your Diary
 
2nd - 3rd June - MG Live at Silverstone
The annual MG extravaganza, the biggest MG show on Earth.  Visit the dedicated website as 
details unfold -  http://www.mgcc.co.uk/mglive/

23rd - 24th June - Flywheel Festival, Bicester Heritage
This year the Classic and Sports Car magazine, who have in the past held their own annual show
at Alexandra Palace, is combining with Bicester Heritage for a combined Flywheel Festival.  
Already a top event for the family, this should make the show even more feature-packed.  And if 
you are a C&SC reader, you get 20% off the admission price!   Got my ticket already …...
http://bicesterheritage.co.uk/events/flywheel-festival/ 

Tuesday 26th June - Chesham Pride of Ownership
Our neighbouring Natter's annual PoO evening, at the Chesham and Ley Hill Golf Club from 
18.30.  A week before our own PoO, this is an ideal opportunity both to support our friends at 
Chesham, and to prepare our cars for our PoO!  Chesham support our event, so let's have a 
good turnout for this one.

30 June 2018  - Bucks Classic Car Show, Gawcott
From the website: 
“Times: 13.00 to 24.00.   While this event is primarily for vehicles over 20 years old, we will be 
pleased to see your more interesting younger vehicles, cars and motor bikes. Please Make your 
ticket application using the web form and forward it with an SAE and your donation cheques 
(made payable to Rotary Club of Buckingham Trust Account). D. Jackson, Event Secretary, 1 
Villiers Close, Buckingham, MK18 1JH ; 01280 817772,   d.w.jackson@btinternet.com .
The location is The Richard Roper Playing Field Lenborough Road Gawcott, MK18 4JG; map ref, 
sheets 152 or 165, 685316. 
The field will be open from 13.00 for the arrival and parking of your vehicles. The main event 
starts at 14.00. There will be a daytime pig roast and evening BBQ; live music, a folk group and 
3 local groups; children's entertainment and games; sideshows; cream teas etc. The event will 
close at midnight, dont worry you can leave earlier if you wish. Rally Plaques will be presented to
those who enter before 18th June. Cars are asked to make a minimum donation of £8 and 
Motorcycles and scooters a minimum donation of £5. That includes all occupants.Tractors, lorries
etc will be considered as cars.”

Monday 2nd July – AMGC PoO
Our own PoO – not to be missed.  Starts at 19.00 at the Waddesdon Dairy.  Get polishing!!  We 
may change the entry arrangements to include pre-booking so as to get some idea of numbers 
of attendees and to alert The Arrows to the number of dinners required – more on this later.

http://bicesterheritage.co.uk/events/flywheel-festival/
http://www.mgcc.co.uk/mglive/


8th July - F1 GP BBQ - hosted by Pete & Jill Mansfield in Aylesbury
This year Pete and Jill Mansfield are hosting this event, and Pete has asked me to include the 
following in the newsletter:

“Once again the British GP is nearly here and it is a tradition for a member to host the GP BBQ 
at their house. Jill and Peter have volunteered to host the BBQ this year. The date of the Grand 
Prix is the 8th July and the race starts at 1.00 pm. You are more than welcome to start arriving 
at Peter and Jill’s from noon onwards. Can you please let Peter and Jill know if you will be 
attending so that they can organise the catering. If you are attending can you please provide 
your own meat and veggie options, contribute to the Bar and if you would like to bring a sweet 
then please let Jill know. 

They have plenty of chairs etc so no need to bring anything to sit on. 

Peter and Jill’s address is 11, Hampden Road, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 8JJ. If you need help in 
finding them please ask Peter for directions. Their home telephone number is 01296 426037 or 
07979410253”

This is a very sociable and enjoyable event, and it is not just about the British F1 Grand Prix.  It 
is also a wonderful opportunity to socialise and share a very enjoyable afternoon with the other 
club members – with the option to watch the GP if you want to.  So please make a note in your 
diary and come along.

4th - 5th August – Great Bucks Steam Fair, Shabbington
Very good local show with multiple interest activities going on all day and which I have been to 
and enjoyed many times, and which we could enter as a club – more details in a future 
newsletter.      See http://www.greatbucks.org.uk/ for more.

Monday 6th August  – Drive and Dine from The Betsy Wynn
Our traditional August Club Night, this time meeting at The Betsy Wynn in Swanbourne to collect
a Tulip Roadbook for an evening drive around the country lanes before returning for a meal at 
the pub (assuming I get around to investigating a suitable route …).  The Betsy Wynn is owned 
by The Akeman group, so the quality should be comparable with The Akeman itself, our venue 
for the last two August Drive and Dines.  Note that there will be an earlier start to this event – 
probably 18.30 -, as we have done in previous years, to give us plenty of time to collect the 
roadbook, order our meals, enjoy the drive and then to dine at our leisure afterwards.

27th August – Craft Fair Run to Cassiobury Park, Watford
Draft details already circulated.  A road run to Watford for the craft fair, with reserved parking by
the entrance.  The day will start with a breakfast meet, and a run in convoy to the park where 
the fair is being held.  
More details to follow when the arrangements have been finalised, but make a note in your diary
now, and let Heather Barton know you will be there.

26th - 27th August – Quainton Heritage Festival
This event used to be the pre-78 Classic Car show at the Bucks Rail centre.  This year they are 
expanding the event to include all forms of heritage transport, including cars, commercial 
vehicles and steam locomotives.  And all the attractions at the Rail Centre itself. They hope to 
have 5 locomotives in steam on the two days.  

http://www.greatbucks.org.uk/


See www.bucksrailcentre.org for details.

21st - 23rd September – Club Weekend Away
To The Isle of Wight.  Details separately published.  Please note that the ferry is nearly full, so 
get your ticket now if you haven't already done so!  It seems that the vote for Saturday 
evening's meal has been decided in favour of the Restaurant option.  If you have ideas for 
activities during the weekend, ley Dave and Heatgher know – visit to Osbourne House has been 
mentioned …....

Other Stuff
Club-branded Clothing
Dave Barton has been asked about organising another round of clothing orders, particularly for 
some pastel shades for the ladies.  So please let him know of your requirements so that he can 
collate an order.

Adrian Bennett    
   adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk 

       Club Secretary

mailto:adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.bucksrailcentre.org/

