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Drive & Dine from The Betsey Wynne
The August Club Night saw us gather at The Betsey Wynne in Swanbourne for our traditional 
Drive & Dine evening.  I had spent a few weeks before this event planning out a circular route of
around 34 miles beginning and ending at the pub, and had done a couple of trial runs with 
Jackie, both as driver and navigator, to make sure that the instructions and mileages were 
correct before creating a Tulip roadbook using the club's software package.  So I was confident 
of the run as we drove to the pub in the MGA for the event in glorious sunshine – what could 
possibly go wrong?  Well, it seemed that the Rally Gods had decided to conspire against me – 
for, as I approached the pub, I noticed that the road had been closed - at lunchtime that day!!  
S**t, I thought to myself – the first instruction on the roadbook was “Turn left from Car Park” - 
no can do, road closed by big barriers half a dozen yards in that direction.

Waiting for the off Dave and Heather are on their way
However, being the resourceful chap that I am (no false modesty here!!), I had with me the 
Ordnance Survey map of the area, so, while the participants were busy ordering their meals for 
when they returned, I was able to modify the route so as to resume from instruction no 2 in the 
roadbook after a detour around the barriers.  So I distributed Tulip books, briefed the navigators,

Back safely and enjoying the meal
 and waved them off.  I stayed behind with a pint in case there were any stragglers – Jackie 
went off with David Patrick-Brown as he was short of a navigator, so he was at a considerable 



advantage as Jackie was by now very familiar with the route!!  So, as the rest of the participants 
did battle with the route, the roadbook, the potholes and the traffic, I sat and enjoyed my 
leisurely pint in the glorious evening sunshine.
First back in record time were Dave and Heather Barton, closely followed (literally) by Keith 
Crampton – but it appeared that they cheated, having taken the wrong exit from The Bottledump
Roundabout on the A421 outside Milton Keynes, had become lost and headed straight back to 
the pub. The rest of the contingent returned in dribs and drabs, most having followed the 
revised route, but some having seen rather more of the Bucks countryside than bargained for.  
Jennifer Ballantine and her friend came in last, having had an exciting tour of the nether regions 
of the county (and possibly adjacent ones too!.)  No matter, they enjoyed themselves, which is 
the whole idea, and didn't miss their dinner.
The Betsey Wynne is a sister pub to The Akeman, which we have used for the last couple of 
Drive & Dines, and therefore has a similar menu.  They had prepared a table for the 27 of us and
all the meals arrived in good time and were relished by the diners.  Everyone expressed 
themselves very satisfied with both the evening run and the catering arrangements, so a very 
successful evening, which all of us enjoyed immensely.  We look forward to next year's event.

Open Day at Oselli
On saturday 4th August Oselli threw their doors open at their Great Horwood premises for an 
open day in association with the Little Horwood Natter of the MGCC.  It was again a glorious 
summer day, so I dug the MGA out of the garage and went along to see what was going on.  For
those that don't know, Oselli began in Osney Mead as Oxford Motor Services in 1962 mainly 
rebuilding and tuning BMC engines and doing other engineering work, eventually outgrowing the
Oxford site and moving to larger premises in Bridge Street, Witney.  
David Eales bought the business in the 1990s, and concentrated on MG and Aston Martin work - 
he had worked for Aston Martin, mainly working on V8s, and knows MGs, well as he raced them 
(and still does).  By 2012 Oselli had outgrown the Witney premises, and moved to extensive new
premises at Great Horwood, where they have much more room to expand – they now have 
plenty of room to rebuild engines, have a dyno room for testing them, space to restore a dozen 
cars or more, a large showroom for sales and a hall to store cars for customers.  It has become 
a very extensive business, and the quality of their workmanship is evident everywhere you look.

The MGA lines up with other attendees next to Oselli's marquee
For the open day they had erected a big marquee for seating and catering, and threw open their 
works for all to see – and the event was very well attended indeed, despite there being limited



Astons being dealt with in one of the workshops TC on the Rolling Road
 advertising for it.  Perhaps most fascinating of all was the rolling road – visitors were 
encouraged to put their names down to have their car tested on this – I put my name down, but
as it was first come first served, I had to leave before my turn came up, unfortunately.  The 
equipment was all computerised, so when the test was complete the owner was handed a 
printout showing the graphs of bhp at the flywheel and at the wheels, the engine torque curve 
as well as an analysis of fuel mixture throughout the rev range.  From these, the operater was 
able to give the owner advice on what modifications might be tried to improve performance – 
change of needles, jets, ignition timing etc.  Fascinating to watch. 
A very interesting day out, so a very big thanks to David Eales and his staff, and to David Storer 
of the Horwood Natter for organising this event.

Craft Fair Run to Watford
After terrible weather on the previous day, Bank Holiday Monday at least dawned dry.  An early 
start to arrive at the breakfast destination, the Crows Nest on Tring Hill, at 08.45 required 
donning T-shirt, shirt and fleece to ward off the chill.  But once inside the restaurant, we were 
soon warmed up by a superb breakfast – Full English with two of everything – and then we were
ready to set off, but not before a quick photoshoot outside.

Enjoying a hearty breakfast



Lined up and ready to go
We set off in convoy, and, with light traffic because all sensible people were enjoying a lie-in, we 
all managed to stay together.  This however turned out to be a mixed blessing since Dave Barton
was our leader and despite reassurances that he knew the way, we ended up doing several U-
turns in Watford's suburban streets to the bemusement of dog walkers and assorted pedestrians.
Peter Mansfield had his satnav handy so he took over and led us to Cassiobury Park, where we 
were directed to the wrong parking area and needed another U-turn (not Dave's fault this time!) 
and eventually we found the correct space among a smattering of classic cars in the show area.  
I had remembered our banner and managed to squeeze it into the footwell of the TF – although 
Jackie was none too happy having to fight her way over it to get in and out - and this was duly 
erected to advertise our presence.

At the Fair, and remembered the club banner!
The Craft Fair was not exactly as we had imagined it – it was more of a county show, so had 
more animal-oriented demonstrations than stalls selling crafty Christmas presents and the like.  
Nevertheless, some of the displays were very good – the falconry was impressive, as was the 
chap with his  team of trained dogs, two of which did a clever and amusing dance routine with 
him, which we enjoyed immensely.  The weather remained dry but very chilly, so a pitstop for 
coffee was welcome while we sauntered around the various attractions.  But a half-day was 
enough, so after a picnic lunch we set off back home.  All in all a little disappointing, so we will 
probably return to Stonor Park next year unless the big fair at Newport Pagnell doesn't clash with
another of our events, which it has done in the past.



Upcoming Events

3rd September – RAF Croughton
Ian Canning has informed me that RAF Croughton have an event on 3rd September, and if any 
member would like to take their car along to the base, they would be welcome.  The event 
opens at 09.30, and will carry on until 17.00.  If you are interested, you will need to bring photo
identity along to gain entry, and Ian will need names and registration numbers – call him on 
01280 708458 for more information.

3rd September at 20.00 – Club Night
We were scheduled to have a speaker for the September Club Night, but a number of people 
approached me at The Drive & Dine to say they weren't available to attend in September, so I 
explained this to our committee, and we decided with Alan Dyson (the speaker) to defer this 
until the October Club Night, so September will just be one of our get-together and natters at 
the Five Arrows.

21st - 23rd September – Club Weekend Away
To The Isle of Wight.  Details separately published.  All participants have now paid and the 
itinerary has been sent, so you should all know what we are doing.  Dave plans that we meet up 
just before boarding the ferry and travel in convoy to it so we can all disembark together on the 
other side.  He will give a briefing at the September Club Night, and I will circulate these 
afterwards.

Monday 1st October - Club Night
This will be the talk deferred from September – Alan Dyson and John Passmore.  Their talk will 
be entitled:  “The many lives and memories of two car enthusiasts”.  I for one am looking 
forward to this very much, and, as always, guest and visitors will be most welcome to attend.

Tuesday 23rd October – MGCC Chesham Quiz Night
Chesham Natter are holding their annual quiz at The Chartridge Park Golf Club (HP5 2TF) on 23rd

October.  The entry fee of £5 includes choice of meals – Sausage & Mash, Chicken Curry or 
Veggie Lasagne.  For details please see the attachment to the covering email.  We need revenge 
for last year's defeat at our own quiz …...

Other Stuff
Club-branded Clothing
Dave Barton has been asked about organising another round of clothing orders, particularly for 
some pastel shades for the ladies.  So please let him know of your requirements so that he can 
collate an order.  He will be back from holiday in time for the August Drive and Dine, and will be 
organising the clothing supply shortly after.

The Skinner Trophy
Following circulation of the spreadsheet detailing the Skinner points allocation I have made two 
amendments to correct the position, but if anyone spots any more errors or omissions, please let
me know.

Damaged Locking Wheel Nuts - MGF
Jack Martin has sent me this tip for dealing with a damaged wheel nut key:



' Jack's MGF tips.  I recently had the misfortune to strip the raised edges on my wheel nut 
locking key.  I was using an electric wheel nut gun at the time and perhaps I was heavy handed. 
My locking wheel nut key had the number 57 stamped on the top, so I thought - great, I should 
be able to get a replacement key from MG. A search on E-bay and Google and finally Rimmer 
Bros revealed no availability in the UK. Then I had a Eureka moment - what if I hammer a 19mm
long socket over the locked nut? Hey presto it worked. Needless to say I have dumped my MGF 
locking wheel nuts for a much improved item that has multi slots in the wheel nut and key giving
an all round better fit, more suitable for use with a wheel nut gun. It also means, that I can do 
away with that silly false cap that fits over the MG locking wheel nut and the silly plastic tube 
extractor that is always breaking and costs about £12 to replace.
Happy MGF-ing.'

And Lastly:  Pete and Lesley Thomas
Long-term member Pete Thomas has asked me to pass the following message to club members:
'Hi Adrian. 
Firstly some good news.  I have sold the V8.  The new lady owner lives in South Wales and is 
very proud to have found the right car after saving up for many years. 
It was sad to see a car that you have owned for 31 years and one month disappear down the 
driveway but, as I have mentioned before, it is becoming more difficult to keep the car to such a 
high standard and also to find people who can maintain and look after the breed.  What is 
needed is more interest from younger club members. 
Now that I am no longer an MG owner, I have decided with regret, that I will not be renewing 
my membership next year.
I would like to wish the club and its members, all the best for the future and to pass on a special
thank you from Lesley and I for all the good times we have shared in the past fifteen or so 
years. 
If anybody wishes to visit this part of the world, you’re always welcome to stay with us, please 
feel free to pass on our contact details.
I am sure that our paths will cross at some classic car event in the future where I will look 
forward to hearing your news.
Drive carefully.
Pete'
I am sure you all join me in wishing Pete and Lesley all the best for the future, and that we hope
to see them at some time in the future.

Adrian Bennett    
   adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk 

       Club Secretary
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