
Annual General Meeting 2019 - Secretary's Report

2018 was another successful year for the club, no doubt helped by the fine weather we 
experienced throughout the spring and summer. 

The membership total at the end of the year was 49, compared with 36 last year. This increase 
is encouraging for the future of the club, and one reason for this is the positive impact of our 
new our new website, which is proving to be quite an asset, which is now prominent in web 
searches and is attracting a lot of hits.  One of the aims of the new committee this year must 
be to attract even more interest in our activities during the coming year, in the hopes that 
additional new members will join us.   

The annual subscription will remain at the 2018 rate,  £10 single membership and £15 for a 
couple.  The Club finances are in a good state, with both the Pride of Ownership and the 
Annual Quiz raffle both showing a small profit, and the outlook is also good with a couple of 
new revenue streams opening during the year, with the small discounts earned for bulk 
purchases of club clothing and 1% for purchases on Amazon via the club portal both coming 
on-stream.  Following some ongoing issues with the Club's bank account with NatWest, the 
committee decided to transfer the account over to the Metro Bank, and this was completed in 
December.  Monitoring and payments from the new account will be easier as all three 
signatories to the account have on-line access, and have been issued with debit cards.

The Annual Dinner and prizegiving was again held in February, in the Coach House at the Five 
Arrows. 28 members attended this very sociable and enjoyable evening. 

The first run of the year was in April, when Clive organised a breakfast run from the 
Waddesdon Deli at Westcott after which we drove off to the IWM site at Duxford, following 
Clive's Tulip roadbook.  Although we lost one car along the way, David Patrick-Brown having to 
turn back with a suspected head gasket failure in his TF, the rest of us arrived safely and spent 
a highly enjoyable day at this most interesting site in glorious sunshine.

It was a good year for guest speakers too.  In May our own Brian Deacon scared the pants off 
us with lurid tales of damaged aircraft recovery techniques, but I wasn't scheduled to fly again 
until September, so I had regained my nerve by then.  In June Clive Wayland taught us the 
basics of first aid, and had some very good quality first aid kits available to sell.  And in October
we had Alan Dyson and John Passmore talk to us about their experiences in the motor trade, 
including their participation in motor racing. 

May was a busy month, with The Chiltern Hills Rally, which was not so well attended by the 
club as in 2017, even though the event again attracted very warm weather. This is an 
interesting event with lots going on, including Clive's band, The Roof Thieves, playing from the 
back of a lorry,  but the highlight was Mike Jones winning the new Treasurer's Choice Trophy 
with his lovely J2.  Also in May, 5 members took their cars to the Centenary celebrations of the 
RAF Police, held at he Aylesbury Rugby Club in Weston Turville – again, a very hot day!

In early July we again held our Pride of Ownership at the Dairy in Waddesdon Manor, and 
invited neighbouring clubs to join us.  The turnout was good – 30 cars attending, but not as 
good as 2017 when we had over 50.  However, the weather was again kind to us, and The Five 



Arrows produced the traditional Bangers 'n' Mash while the judges worked out the results.   
Later in the month Jill and Peter Mansfield kindly hosted the traditional Grand Prix Barbecue for 
13 members and again we were lucky with the weather.  This is a very sociable event, and I am
surprised that it is not better attended – it really is a great oppportunity for members to 
socialise and for newer members get to know us better.  

August saw two significant events – an evening run from The Betsey Wynne in Swanbourne 
(sister pub to The Akeman), followed by a meal.  This was well attended and enjoyed, and 
again in really summery weather, and not even spoiled by a road closure on the day that 
required some last-minute re-routing, so we will be repeating this event at a venue to be 
decided in August this year.  Heather Barton had again organised a run to a craft fair at 
Watford's Cassiobury Park, after breakfast at the Crow's Nest in Tring.  The fair turned out to be
the Herts County Show, and for once the weather was not kind to us, as it was cold and wet.  

Our weekend away was held in The Isle of Wight when a dozen carloads headed for the ferry in
Southampton for the crossing and then onwards to the hotel in Shanklin.  The weather on 
Friday was good, but deteriorated rapidly, Saturday in particular being something of a washout. 
Nevertheless, we had a very interesting morning exploring the IoW Steam Railway, followed in 
the afternoon by a run around the island organised by the local MGOC – which would have 
been very picuresque had the rain and mist lifted sufficiently for us to enjoy the scenery - with 
a tea and cake stop at a pearl factory to the delight of some of the girls.  Sunday was spent 
visiting Osborne House, before making our way to the ferry for the return trip  A very sociable 
and enjoyable weekend despite the weather, and really well organised by our chairman, Dave 
Barton, to whom a big vote of thanks was owed for all his efforts.

Clive and Heather again hosted a very enjoyable Annual Quiz in December, where the Five 
Arrows had squeezed us into the Rothschild Room, far from ideal location for a well-attended 
quiz.  We have had very indifferent service from the Arrows throughout the year, so we have 
decided to look for a new venue, and a decision on this will be made early in the new year.  I 
plotted where members live on the map, and the epicentre for membership is not surprisingly 
still in Waddesdon, so the main contenders for new hosts are the Lion in the High Street and 
The Akeman in Kingswood, about 4 miles west on the A41, both of whom are keen to host us.

We plan to run a full schedule of events in 2019 along the lines of those in previous years, but 
we want the activities to be ones that all members have a chance to enjoy.  So we would like to
see more suggestions from the membership for things we have perhaps not thought of, and 
perhaps more participation from members, who have both the inclination and the time to spare,
in the organising of events – so if you have some bright ideas, let one of the committee know, 
and why not have a go at organising an event yourself?

Adrian Bennett
(adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk)
    Club Secretary
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