
Newsletter February 2019
Introduction
The Festive season is now past, but while we wait for the warmer weather when we can 
dust off our MGs and drive in the sunshine again, there are still fun activities we can enjoy. 
First of these is the Annual Dinner on the 2nd of February at the Chequers in Weston 
Turville, and others are noted in the Upcoming Events below.  Dress code, as always with 
the dinner, is formal – DJs for the gentlemen and cocktail dresses for the ladies - but no-
one is going to turn you away if you turn up on the night in a lounge or catsuit ….  We aim 
to foregather at around 20.00 for a 20.15 start.  Remember – the Annual Dinner replaces 
the Club Night, so if you aren't coming to the dinner, don't turn up at The Lion unless you 
fancy a pint  with the locals...

The January Club Night was taken over by the Annual General Meeting at our new home in
The Lion at Waddesdon, and this was well attended with 20 people present. The minutes 
of the meeting are on the Club's website.  The officers for the coming year were elected en
masse as follows:

Chairman: Dave Barton  Treasurer: Jack Martin  
Member's Reps: Heather Barton,  Helen Wayland,  Debbs Martin
Secretary: Adrian Bennett 

The first meeting of the new committee was held on Monday 14th January, and a report of 
the proceedings and a copy of the minutes of this meeing are available on the Club 
website.

Annual Subs
A reminder that the annual Club subscription fell due on 1st January. The rate for the year is
as last year - £10 for individual membership and £15 for a couple.  It would therefore be 
greatly appreciated if you could arrange, if you haven't done so already, to pay your subs 
by bank transfer to the Club's new bank account, details:

Metro Bank,     Sort Code:  23-05-80,      Account No.:   31580684
indicating for accounting purposes what the payment is for.

Roger Skinner Trophy
As members will be aware, the trophy is awarded on the basis of points earned by 
attending Club functions.  The way in which the points are awarded is as follows:

Club Nights – 2 points for attending, a further 2 points if arriving in an MG
Club organised activities – 5 points each
Club-sponsored activities organised by others – 5 points each
Certain designated external activities – 3 points each.

All points awarded for Club Night and Club organised activities will count towards the end-
of-year total.  The Club-organised activities are: Annual Dinner, Spring Breakfast Run, Pride
of Ownership, Drive and Dine, GP Barbecue and Weekend Away.
Club-sponsored activities are: Chiltern Hills Rally, Kop Hill Climb.
Designated external events are: Chesham and Little Horwood's PoOs, MG Era Day at 
Brooklands, MG Spares Day,  MG Live at Silverstone, Bicester Heritage events (Sunday 
Scrambles and Flywheel*) and other events as decided during the year.  Points will be 
awarded for a maximum of 6 Club-sponsored and designated external events – I will 
always maximise these points for members.



So, overall points could be scored as follows:
a) 9 x regular Club Night (4 pts) = 36 pts
b) 3 x organised Club Night (5 pts) = 15 pts
c) 3 x Club organised events (5 pts) = 15 pts
d) 2 x Club-sponsored external events (5 pts) = 10 pts
e) 5  x external events organised by others (3pts) = 15 pts
f) 5 x Bicester Heritage events (3 pts) = 15 pts

All points for a, b & c count (66 pts), but  points for d, e & f are limited to 6 qualifying 
events (22 pts), so the maximum a member could score would be 88 points.  And lastly, an
enthusiastic member will not be allowed to win the trophy two years running, so I, as last 
years winner, will be disqualified this year no matter how many points I manage to 
accumulate.  I hope this is clear, please accost me at a Club Night if you want clarification!
NB – I know some members attended the first Sunday Scramble at BH in January – please 
let me know if you did, so I can ensure your points are awarded correctly.

Chiltern Hills Rally
The Chiltern Hills Rally is to be held on Sunday 19th May.  The booking arrangements have 
changed this year, and attendees will have to book individually on-line via the CHR website.
This is quite a complicated procedure, because you first have to register yourself and your 
car(s) with the Car Festival Booking website, the link to which is on the CHR site. Then you
select the event you want to attend, choose which car you are going to take, and type into 
a text box provided on the on-line booking form the name of our Club, and then make the 
payment before printing off your ticket – this is so that the CHR can calculate how many of 
us are going and allocate us a suitally-sized pitch automatically.  If this sounds complicated 
it's because it is, but both myself and Mike Jones have managed successfully to navigate 
this procedure and are booked in.  If you have any problems, let me know and I will help 
you to guide your way through it.

Upcoming Events  (more on our website: www.aylesburymgclub.org  .uk)
Here are a few of the events this year, more to be announced later in the year.

2nd February 2018 – Annual Dinner and Prizegiving
details above.

**4  th   February – No Club Night!!  Because Annual Dinner replaces this event.**

Sunday 10th February – International MG Spares Day
The annual spares event at The National Agriculture Centre, Soneleigh, Warks.  Details and 
tickets from:
http://mgandtriumphsparesday.co.uk

Sunday 14th April – MG Era Day, Brooklands
This is one of the first events of the year, and a real MG extravaganza.  Loads of interesting
MGs, a run up the test hill if you want to, and then there are all the attractions of the 
Brooklands site on offer too, from Concorde to the London Transport Museum on-site, the 
newly-opened Aircraft factory and flight shed, and of course, the car museum and what's 

https://mgabingdon.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=09902037ee369e3e7cfecedae&id=f394793e9a&e=34463b9489
http://www.aylesburymgclub.org/


left of the banked racing circuit.  This year Brooklands will be celebrating 10 decades of MG
from Old No 1 to the present day, with a parade of MGs around the Mercedes-Benz World 
track at lunchtime.  It looks like a  great day out, one I plan to attend myself.  
www.brooklandsmuseum.com/whats-on/brooklands-mg-era 

Saturday 27th April – Spring Breakfast Run
As a Club, this our first chance in the new season to get our cars out.  We are aiming to re-
use part of a very popular route first run 4 years ago.  The provisional arrangement (to be 
confirmed nearer to the event) is that we meet up for breakfast at The Lion at 09.30, and 
set off at around 10.30 for a run that will take us to the village of Hailey in the Chilterns.  
The run will have a number of photo opportunities en route, so bring your cameras along.  
These will include Brill - on the common alongside the Windmill, and where we cross over 
The Ridgeway, where there are apparently spectacular views.  To add extra interest, we will
be offering a prize for the best photograph taken anywhere along the route, which will 
then, suitably accredited, feature alongside the web post of the event.  After driving 
through 39 miles of lovely Chiltern countryside, we will reach the King William pub in Hailey
village, where we can  have a drink, and either end the run there or carry on to Nuffield 
Place, which is about 5 miles away.  I will try and arrange that we park up in front of the 
house rather than in the public car park.  Nuffield Place is an NT property which was the 
former home of William Morris, the motor tycoon, and has a tea room where you can have  
lunch, and an under cover picnic area, so you could bring a lunch hamper with you and 
dine al fresco.  Nuffield Place also has walks through a lovely bluebell wood, which could 
well be in flower on the day, and MG memorabilia in the gift shop.  

The King William at Hailey Village Nuffield Place

Could I please ask members who are likely to come on the Spring Run to let me know as 
soon as possible?  And to let me know if they are likely to go on from the King William to 
Nuffield Place, so I can give the events manager there an approximate number of cars that 
we will park in front of the house when I contact her to try and arrange this.

Sunday 28th April – Bicester Heritage Sunday Scramble
The second Sunday Scramble of the year.  Details and tickets:   http://bicester  heritage.co.uk

https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/whats-on/brooklands-mg-era
http://bicester/


Sat 15th – Sun 16th June – MG Live 2018
MG Live! is the MG Car Club’s annual celebration at Silverstone – a family friendly day out 
with attractions for everyone.  Details and tickets:  http://www.mgcc.co.uk/mglive/

*Sunday 23rd June – Bicester Heritage Super Scramble
I think this new event is replacing the Flywheel Festival – more info when I can get it!     
http://bicester  heritage.co.uk

Monday 1st July – Pride of Ownership (PoO)
Presumably at our new home at The Lion in Waddesdon High Street.

Sunday 14th July – Grand Prix Barbecue
Can we have a volunteer to host this please?  If you are unsure of what this entails, please 
contact me for details.  Let's see if we can get a really good attendance for this very 
sociable event.

Monday 5th August – Drive and Dine
We are provisionally thinking of using the Seven Stars at Dinton as our base for this event, 
but make a note of the date in your diaries now, and we will confirm location and details 
later.

Monday 26th August  - Craft Fair Run
Possibly to Stonor Park, with breakfast at The Bell in Stoke Mandeville first - details to be 
finalised. 

And Lastly:
The committee has drawn up a schedule of events that we will be arranging this year, and 
these are along similar lines to previous years.  This is on the website and will be updated 
frequently.  But we would like your input as to what other activities you might like to 
participate in, so please, if you have ideas, mention them to a committee member, and we 
can investigate these possibilities with you.  And we would also like to see more 
membership participation in helping to organise events, so if you have a little spare time, 
why not offer your services?

...And don't forget that if you want to purchase anything from Amazon, do so through the 
link on the bottom of the Home page of our website, because we gain a financial reward for
items bought via this link at no additional expense to the purchaser.  It isn't just for Club 
members, but for any purchaser that uses this link, so tell all your family and friends!

Adrian Bennett   
adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk), 
Club Secretary

mailto:adrian.mg@hotmail.co.uk
http://bicester/

